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NOTE: The replies of the interviewee, Mr. Brown, is very muffled. At some points in the
interviews, the interviewer also, is very muffled. Others talking on the tapes at times, as
well, are muffled and unclear. All areas that are too inaudible to discern, is marked
accordingly. There is also some areas where a third person talked on the tape, but the
name of that person was never mentioned. It is marked with??.
Della Brown Taylor (INTV): The date is the 30th of December 1973. I am located at the
residence of my father, Anderson H. Brown (AHB), at 505 Eagon Street in Charleston,
West Virginia. This tape is the beginning of a series of tapes that will be made with my
father, or really by my father, for the express purpose of compiling a history of his life that
will include not only a history of his life, but also, pertinent facts concerning many of the
other black families in the Kanawha Valley at the time when he was growing up as a young
man in Charleston. Dad, this year marks the end of your 9Yd birthday. You were born in
April 23nt, 18 and 80. That's a milestone for which all of us congratulates you. Tell us, if
you will, a little bit about your mother and father. They were both slaves, weren't they?
AHB: Yes.
DBT:: Who owned your father? Do you remember the name of the family?
AHB: My father was owned by a family by the name of Arnold.

DBT:: Does he have any relatives here in Charleston now?
AB: I think so.
DBT:: Do you remember his first name?
AB: His first name was Ennis Arnold. And he was, at one time he was in the wholesale dry
business.

DBT:: Dry goods business.
AB: Dry goods business here in Charleston.
DBT:: What was the name of that store? Do you remember?
AB: The name of the store was ... [pausing for thought] .... Amold and _ __ __ Wholesale
Dry Goods.,

DBT:: Uh-huh. Did the Arnolds have any children? Or do you remember the names of
the children?

AB: I remember one son that my father helped to raise. And his name was Ennis Arnold, I think,

was his name.
INTV: Now, what was your father's name, Dad?
AB: My father's name was Henry. Henry Arnold Brown.
INTV: Mmm-hmm, Henry Arnold Brown.
AB: Yes, his middle name was Arnold.
INTV: Now, once in your conversation, you mentioned someone by the name of Ennis
Arnold and someone else by the name of Ike Arnold. Now, what ... who was who? Do you
remember?
AB: I'm not sure. But I think the son's name was .. .I think it was, his son's name was Ike Arnold.
INTV: Mmm-hmm. Now, your father's name was Henry Arnold Brown. And you say he
and your mother we'll talk about in a little while, they were both slaves? Do you know
where Henry Brown was born, my grandfather?
AB: No, I do not.

AB : Margaret Stewart, I think it was.
INTV: Margaret Stewart. And she married Henry Brown. Do you remember how
children there were born? I think Aunt Della left records that would give the name of all
the children and nieces and nephews and when they were born. And I'll check those
records.
AB: I don't remember the names.
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INTV: Now, you mentioned that your father Henry helped practically raise Ike Arnold, the
son of Ennis Arnold, who owned both you and your mother-, your father and your mother.
They lived in slave quarters on the Arnold place. Is that right? (AB: Yes) ·where was the
Arnold place located and now? How would you describe?
AB: You mean the business?
INTV: Well, where he lived.
AB: Well, I'm not sure where they lived. But the business place was on Virginia Street. And the
name of the business was Arnold and Abner. I think that was the name of the business for him.

INTV: All right now. You mentioned that... you mentioned Abraham Lincoln and the
Declaration of Independence. I mean, the Emancipation Proclamation. I didn't mean to
say the Declaration of Independence. You mentioned that after your father was free, when
Lincoln declared the slaves freed after the Civil War, he moved to Dutch Hollow. Can you
remember a little bit about Dutch HQllow?
AB: Well, I don't know much about it. My brother told me that that's where I was born, in
Dutch Hollow. But now it's part of Dunbar, West Virginia.

!NTV: ! think I've been out to Dutch Ho!!o,~' bec!luse th!!t's ~vhere ,,,e used to take my nrt
classes, out to the wine cellars up there. On a road to the-, to the right of the road going to
Dunbar.
AB: Yeah, there are wine cellars up there. And some of those, I think, are still there.
INTV: Yes, because we used to go draw them. Uh-huh. They made an interesting study for
outdoor sketching with our students. It's too bad they won't make that into some kind of
recreational area. I think there is some history surrounding them. Do you remember how
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old you were when you .... when you uh, when you lived in, you say you were born there?
(AB: Yeah) How long did you live there? Do you have any idea?
AB: Not very long, because ... perhaps a year or two. Before we moved to Charleston.
INTV: I see. Now, when you moved to Charleston, where did you ... well, we'll talk about
that a little bit later. Yes, when you moved to Charleston, where did you move to?
AB: We moved to a place, it was called Swanns Hill,. This land was owned by a man by the

name of Swanns. And he [inaudible ] .. .lots, a portion of it. And my father purchased one of the
lots, and built a four room what they called Jenny Linn house on this lot.
INTV: What is a Jenny Linn house? I've heard a reference to that.
AB: It's a plain house, board, boarded house, plain board.
INTV: Did it have a porch?
AB: No, we just had four rooms, no porch.
INTV: You have any conveniences at that time? Let me see now. Last night you said you
might have been about eight or nine when your father moved to Swanns Hill, when you
were talking about this. So that would make it about 1890.

INTV: Well, so anyhow, we're talking about somewhere around 18-, middle, around the
1880's, then. (AB: Yes) Now, where did your father work when you, when he lived up
there?
AB: My father was a janitor at a saloon, one over on Kanawha Street, which was owned by

people by the name of Keefer.
INTV: Wonder if they're related to the Keefer's here now?
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AB: Yeah, I think some of them.
INTV: Now you mentioned also you worked on Smith's farm. Which is also now Dunbar.
(AB: Yes) Now was that before or after he worked at the saloon, do you remember?
AB: Oh, it was .... (Intv: Before?) ... before, I think.
INTV: You told me that Smiths farm was owned by Mr. Smith. It's in the land that's now
located in Dunbar. Tell me about a man by the name of Phil Robinson. In relation to the
Smith farm.
AB: Phil Robinson was the caretaker over at the farm.
INTV: Was he black or white?
AB: He was a colored man. And he [inaudible] ... this acreage there, which is now the city of

Dunbar. And was at that time, owned by the Smiths, who lived in Charleston. But that's, but
Phil Robinson was the overseer or caretaker of that farm.
INTV: You had an interesting experience with Phil when you were a little fellow. You
remember that?
AB: Yes. My father worked there on farms. [inaudible]. .. which run all the way from the back

which was a mile or more. It was all planted in corn. And my father worked there under Phil
Robinson. And the pay was fifty cents a day. Well, I was perhaps eight or nine years of age.
And I was [inaudible] ... my father to take me down there with him, so I could help to hoe the
com. Well, the fellow spoke to Mr. Robinson [inaudible ]... and he told my father I was too small.
And he said, [inaudible] .... so let him come down and get a taste of it. So, my father took me
down there with him one morning. He introduced me to Mr. Robinson, and told him that I
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wanted to hoe corn with him. So, Robinson said, "All right." He gave me a hoe and took me
down, showed me how to start working around the corn. [inaudible). .. was starting the old Connor
Road going dow11 to West Virginia State College, which wasn't there at that time.
(inaudible ] .... Mr. Robinson did. And took me down there. Said, "Anderson, you start right
here," and he showed me how to work around the corn. "And you go on right to the end. This
row here will lead you out to the river bank. Then when you get out there, you just turn around
and start and come on back where you started from." (chuckling] "All right, Uncle Phil." We
called him Uncle Phil. So I worked from probably about 9 o'clock to maybe 10 and the sun

-

began to beam down on me. (chuckling] I wasn't going to be able to stand that heat and do my
work. But my father wanted [inaudible] .... to the farm. So the sun began to beam down about 10
o'clock. And I was hot and I was pretty well gone. I hadn't hoed over two or three rows of corn
at the time. So finally I took the hoe and went on back up to the house. Said, "I can't work. The
sun's too hot." [laughing] So we had a good laugh. [inaudible] .....

INTV: Did you ever do much, or any farming after that, Dad?
AB:No.
INTV: But vou owned. you later. later on you were to own quite a bit of farm acreage. though.
weren't you?

AB: Oh, yes.
INTV: Wish we had some of it now, with all these people going to the ... going to the farms.
Well, tell me a little bit about your mother. Margaret Stewart Brown is her name. You
mentioned last night that she said she always wanted her children to have an education. She
wanted them to learn to read and to write. And for that reason, she wouldn't let your father,
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Henry, move to a fann out in the country, where he had the chance to take over a job, because
there was no school out there.
AB: I don't know the man's narne. But anyhow, my brothers were all older now. This man,

[inaudible] ... children could do lots of farming. But my mother asked about schools, there wasn't
any schools there.
INTV: Do you remember where that was that they wanted you to go?
AB: No, I don't know where it was. But my father says [inaudible] ... school there, and I'm not

going unless you take them .. .I'm not going out there with you.
INTV: That's your mother telling your father this.
AB: That's my mother telling my father that. So that settled that part of it. [chuckling]
INTV: So then what did you do? What did she do? Or what did the family do at that
time?
AB: Well, I don't know whether ... ifwe_were ... [inaudible] ... he was there working on Smith's

farm.
INTV: Then you moved into town.

name, I don't know his first name. But his name was _ _ _ _ . He was kind of a local
carpenter. And he helped my father build this three room house.
INTV: Now you mentioned that when you moved to town, your mother took in laundry.
You remember the names of some of the people that she worked for?
AB: No. I think some of, there were people who lived over on Kanawha Street

[inaudible] .... fourteen hundred block of Kanawha. I think one of their names was Smith's.
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INTV: What about the Dana's?
AB: Well, I don't think she worked for the Dana's. I think their names were Smith's. But she

used to do laundry. And my brother [inaudible] ... great big old laundry baskets. And took that up
to my mother. And she would do that, wash those clothes and iron them. I think she got
something like a dollar, a dollar and a half for a basket, a big basket. And my brother was very
handy building wagons and things like that. And he'd put them on a wagon and ....
INTV: Which brother was that?
AB: Ennis. Mmm-hmm. He made wagons out of [inaudible] .....
INTV: Now uh ... you mentioned that after you moved off of the hill ..... No, you mentioned
that your mother did laundry for the Smith's and some other wealthy people up in that
area. That would be that section on Kanawha Street or Kanawha Boulevard as it's known
now, between Brook Street and Myra Street, wouldn't it? (AB: Uh-huh) Now after you
left Swanns Hill, which is now WattsJiill. And incid ently, that's where your parents are
buried, isn't it? We go up there every Memorial Day, to decorate the graves.
AB: Yes, it's called Higginbotham Cemetery.

remember how to drive. But if I were to describe it to somebody, I'd have a hard time
telling them.
AB: Well, it is now ... you can now take, go up Watts Street, which leads up to the Watts property

on Watts Hill, and Swanns Hill is off on the road that leads off of what is now Watts Street, go
left, you go up to Higginbotham Cemetery and on up straight up the hill where we lived. And the
Watts road leads off to the right. And that street now is named Watts Street.
-8-

INTV: Now that's, from where we are now on Higgins Street, that's across the Elk River.
And then you go as you were going to Edgewood, but not up that far. And Watts Street
sort of circles the hill there.
AB: [inaudible] ... which is now Washington Street. At that time we called it [inaudible] ..... but

they used to haul _ _ _ _ _ in the summer so they could make it passable during bad
weather. (INTV: I see) Which is called ... which is now called .... (INTV: Washington
Street) ... Washington Street. It was _ _ _ _ Road at that time.
INTV: Mmm-hmm. All right. From then you left the hill. Why did you leave ... why did
you leave Watts Hill? Oh, before we go to that, though, who's buried up in that cemetery,
Dad?
AB: Well, my father, my oldest sister died ... (INTV: What was her name?) Her name was

Mary. [inaudible] And they lived up at Hinton. He worked on the railroad. And they had one
child, a daughter. Her name was Nina._ And I think my sister, Mary's, one of the first one in our
family that was buried out there in this Higginbotham burial ground. And my father's buried
there and my mother, my grandmother, aunt, and a number of my relatives are buried out there.

go up it's always cleared off. And there's a house right there practically adjoining it. (AB:
Well, the city .... ) Mrs. _ _ _ _ _ , the nurse, lived up there in that house.
AB: Yeah, the city .. .the city takes care of it now. We used to take care ofit ourselves. Every
declaration day, right before declaration day we'd go up there and clean off our lots. But now,
the city takes care of it, keeps it...keeps it cleared.
INTV: So you don't have to do anything but just go up and decorate it. (AB: That's all) All
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right now, you left Watts Hill or Swanns Hill, your parents did. And from there where did
they move? And why? Why did they leave the hill?
AB: Well, I think my mother wanted to get over town. It was more work, closer to his work. So
they, and my father, of course, he [inaudible] ... because he had to walk all the way from Keefer's
saloon to where he was a porter or janitor, up on the hill every day. So they, I don't know how
they located this house. But anyway, they ... they found this little three or four room house on
Court Street, just across the railroad. There were three or four of those houses that were built
there. And a man by the name of Conwell, he built those houses, rented them to colored people.
INTV: How much rent did you pay?
AB: Five dollars a month was the rent.
INTV: Do you remember any of the other people who lived in those houses?
AB: Uh ... _ _ _ _ _ _ _ family; they had three or four children. Sarah and Percy (INTV:
Bessie?) Bessie, yes. And the Byrds liyed in one of them. And I forget the name of the family
that lived in the other two now. I just can't remember names. But there were three or four little
old houses there. And Conwell, he lived in the big house. It's on the opposite side of the

INTV: Is the Anderson's the name of the other family?
AB: No, I don't think so.
INTV: All right. Now, that was across the track at Court Street? (AB: Yeah) Over there
where they have a whole lot of warehouses and so forth now. Now, uh .... you remember
how old you were about that time?
AB: Mmmh?
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INTV: Do you remember how old you were at that time?
AB: Well, I must have been ... when we moved off the hill, I must have been about seven or eight.

Eight years old.
INTV: All right now. You mentioned your brothers. Tell me the names of some of the
other members of your family. Your mother was Margaret Stewart Brown, your father
was Henry Brown. Now, you mentioned your oldest sister, Mary. Who were some of the
other sisters? Do you remember?
AB: Well, I had one or two sisters. One of my sisters died after we moved over on, died there on

_ _ _ _ street. Her name was Maggie. She was ... [inaudible]. .. probably six, seven years of
age at the time.
INTV: Now uh, but going back to the house on the hill, you mentioned that John was
anxious to get your father to deed that property on the hill to him. It seems that he ... he had
bought the adjoining lot and wanted to build a larger house on it.
AB: Yes.

INTV: So your father deeded it to your brother, John. But John didn't keep the payments

AB: Yeah, he was making good money at that time. He got...but he ... he ...wanted to build a

house, a larger house. And my father owed some, a hundred or two dollars on the place. And

John was supposed to pay off the mortgage on our place and build a large house there. But he
failed. He didn't do it. The place was foreclosed.
INTV: All right. Now, so there, you've mentioned your sister Mary, and your sister
Maggie, who was a little girl when she died. Now, name some other sisters. Miriah ....
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AB: Miriah .....
INTV: And the one who lived in .... _ _ _ _ and Miriah and of course, Aunt Della. Now,
what about the brothers? You had a brother named John. Tell me about John. You say
he was a butcher, and at that time he was making about ten or twelve dollars a week?

AB: Yes, he was making good money at that time. But [inaudible]. .... they didn't stay at home
regular, you know. They'd come in sometimes. But John finally got married. He married and he
lost the property over there on the hill. And I don't know .. .just how [inaudible] ... foreclosing .
INTV: All right now. You mentioned a brother, Fred.

AB: Yeah, Fred ... .
INTV: Where did he work?

AB: He worked for [inaudible] ...automobiles in those days. They had mule teams, which Fred
[inaudible] .... Fred worked for _ _ _ _ quite a while. And finally he quit _ _ _ and went to
work for people that had a ten cents store, down on Virginia Street. And he, Fred later decided to
move out to Idaho, Boise, Idaho. And it took Fred and another fellow working there by the name
of Gus Turner, and a woman that was working with him by the name of...her name was Hackley,

with him. Well, Fred didn't like Boise very well. So he left and went to Denver. And he got a job
working for the govemment...[inaudible]. ..J.C. Gunner and he was a lawyer, the governor of
Colorado.

And Fred worked for him a number of years.

But Fred didn't help my mother

[inaudible]. ... didn't hear from him for years. And finally, he died, got sick and died out there. And
he never sent my mother a nickel all the while he was out there, working out there. And when he
died, I had to take over my mother and sisters at that time.
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INTV: Do you remember what year that was, Dad, that he died?

AB: He died in 19 and ... 19 and 18, I think it was.
INTV: Do you remember where he was buried?

AB: He was buried in Denver. After he died, some of his friends there, they notified me. Because
I [inaudible] ... had my address. And they notified me that Fred had passed away. And I said, "Well,"
by that time, I was [inaudible] ... on Court Street at the time. So I told him to give him a decent burial
and let me know what the cost was and I would send them a check for it. So in the meantime, he was
working for the government then. [ringing in background] (INTV: Keep on talking, Dad)

INTV: Go ahead, Dad, keep on talking. Well, let's see .. .I had to answer the telephone. That
was Terry. So anyhow, they buried him. But didn't he have some land ... didn't the governor
or someone leave him some land in Colorado?

AB: Well, I hadn't got to that part of it.
INTV: Oh, I see.

AB: After he had passed, !. .. some of his friends wrote me [inaudible] ... and I said, "Let me know,
give him a decent burial and let me know the cost and I'll send you money for it." So they, anyhow,

when he found out, they notified him, Fred had been working, you know, even had his picture
[inaudible]......

And so, the governor then [inaudible] .... and he notified his law office to see that

he had a decent burial. And they sent him the bill. So, that's the [inaudible] .... pay the bills. And
I had a nice letter from the governor and the governor's wife. And I had several letters. And the
governor told me that he had filed a claim about six months before he died on some grazing land.
And, but he hadn't got the title to it. And so, the governor told me just what I'd have to do to get
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the title to it. So I said, "Well," so he helped me with the paperwork and everything. And I had to
get brothers and sisters back here to sign that interest to me, see. And then I finally had to put a, had
a [inaudible
... according to government regulations, see. So the governor, he looked after that for me. Then, and
I had to go out there to get the title to it. And I had to go the land office in Trinidad, Colorado, to
sign the papers and everything. The governor gave all the instructions how to, what I'd have to do.
He put a little old _ _ _ shack on the place. It was eighty acres of grazing land. What I found
out later on [inaudible] .... and he figured if he [inaudible] ... he'd use that, too. So, he got that little
old shack built on it. And I had to go out there and clean up the title. He told me how to get there.
And you had to, he had his ranch foreman to meet me at the station when I got out there. We got off
in a little place, a town called Malta, Colorado. And then I had to go ten miles out in the country,
where this farm, this acreage was, grazing land. So, his ranch foreman met me at the station and
when I got off the train, that foreman toqk me out there and showed me the little shack the governor
had built, showed me over part of the grazing land. Then [inaudible] ... there was about fifty or more
Mexicans there. I was sort of frightened when I saw all those Mexicans there.
INTV : Why were you frightened of Mexicans? (AB: Huh?) Why were you frightened?

AB: Well, I didn't want to go out there with all those Mexicans on the ranch, see. And we ate
dinner. We I got out there, they had a table as long as from here across the street. They wanted me
to have something to eat. And I said, "No, I couldn't." I was frightened of them. [chuckling] So I
inquired at the station, and they told me there wouldn't be another train through there until the next
morning, see. So, I said, "Well," I said, "I went to the station and that's what the station told me,"
that the passenger train wouldn't be through 'ti! the next morning. So I said, "Well, I'll go back,"
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and they said, "You can go back out and stay at the ranch." I said, "No," I didn't want to go back
with all those Mexicans. So I went to, I had him take me back into town, town named Malta,
Colorado. He took me back to Malta and I went to the station [inaudible] ... up to Trinidad. That's
about seventeen miles. It's a pretty good sized town. So the ticket agent told me, he said, "Well,
now, there'll be_a local freight coming in here soon. And you might make a deal with the conductor,
to take you to Malta." And I said, "All right." So the train pulled in. I saw one of the brakemen and
asked him, told him I wanted to get to Malta, and the agent told me I might [inaudible] .... on the train.
And I said, "I ain't got very much money." I had money, but I had it stashed away. So I had
it.something like a dollar or something, another couple of dollars then. And [inaudible] ... when I get
to Malta. He said, "Well, get in one of those cars back there." [laughing] So I got in one of the cars,
and when I got to Malta I got off and went to this little hotel there and got a room ......
END OF SIDE 1 -TAPE 1 - BEGIN SIDE 2
AB:

... got a room, went to the pi~ture show, couldn't get a train for Denver until the next

morning. So I went to the picture show and I, that next morning the train from Denver [inaudible] ....
INTV: Do you remember... was the picture show Jim Crow, as they called it? (AB: mmh?)

Was it Jim Crow picture show . where you have to sit upstairs er in the baleen:' or snmethins~
or do you remember?
AB: No, I don't remember. I think I just bought a ticket for the balcony.
INTV: You mentioned being afraid of the Mexicans. Did the Mexicans have a reputation for
being not so friendly toward Negroes at that time?
AB: [reply inaudible]
INTV: You just didn't know them at all?
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AB: [reply inaudible]. ... they thought you had a little money, especially so many of them. But I knew

I wasn't going to stay out there with them.
INTV: How soon after your brother died, Dad, did all this actually take place?
AB: Oh, probably a year or so. It took quite a time to get the title. Because he had filed a claim for

it, see. And he hadn't got a clear title for the land.
INTV: So what finally happened to the land?
AB: I finally sold it. (INTV: You sold it to the governor?) I sold it to the governor. The governor

[inaudible] .... in Fred's name [inaudible] .... (INTV: I see) .... couple thousand sheep on the place.
Good grazing land.
INTV: So you were a cattle rancher for awhile then, in all your .... ? (AB: Yes) It'd been
interesting if you'd held on to that land. Do you remember how far Malta and Trinidad,

Colorado, were from Denver? You know, my first visit to Denver was this past summer when
I went to visit Faith. We went up to Ashton.
AB: Kind of hard to [inaudible] .... .let's see, what's .... (INTV: Colorado Springs?) ... .! know it's
something like [inaudible] .... I'm trying to think what it was, what railroad ..... (INTV: Santa

Trinidad, see. Then to Trinidad from Denver. That line goes right along to ...
INTV: To California, uh-huh. Ashton to Topeka then to Santa Fe.
well, I'm going to let you rest, catch your breath, get a drink of water, then I'll sort of re-hash
what we've talked about. You mentioned you had started talking about your brothers, and
got a very accurate account of your brother, Fred, who ... who left as young man and went
westward. And he was to have had an interesting experience with Governor Gunther in
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Colorado. And he, after he ....
AB: After he first left Charleston, he went to Idaho, Boise, Idaho. But he left Boise and went from
Boise to Denver. That's where he died.

INTV: Now, as I said, I'm going to let you get your breath for a minute. But then I'm going
to ask you a little bit more about your brother Charlie, and a little bit more about your
brother, Ennis. Now, you mentioned that your other brothers, well you mentioned that
Charlie, your brother Charlie, was a clothing store worker, worked around some of the
clothing stores here in town, and that your brother Ennis is a fine mechanic, and he could do
all kinds of things.
AB: Yeah, he was a blacksmith.
INTV: Uh-huh, blacksmith and mechanic. Then you mentioned that only you and your
brother Ennis stayed at home. The others were in and out, and then your house really wasn't
large enough to accommodate all them. And you mentioned how you used to have to carry the
water from the spring to your house. You used to have big, two gallon water buckets; they
were cedar buckets and they were stored in a special place in the kitchen. And they were
fxpe~ted to be kent fu!! with that snrin2 ~vater !1t 3!! times. The fir~t th inf! ,,our father ,v~ntrrl
-

-

..

-

c.., ..

to know when he came in to that house was, "Did you boys bring the water in tonight?"
And first thing he looked for when he came in was that water.
AB: Well, we forget to [inaudible]. ... because my father didn't get home maybe 7, 8 o'clock, you
know. But Ennis and I had to go and get that water.

INTV: Now, tell me a little bit more about your brother... well, before you do that, one thing
you were talking, you mentioned that while you were living on Court Street, the coal train used
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to come up here every evening, somewhere there between Capitol Street and _ _ __ Street,
the coal trains parked out there on the track. And the Taylor family that you mentioned
earlier, the Andersons and the Byrds used to climb up on that .... (AB: Coal train ... ) .... coal train.
AB: [inaudible] .... and of course, the train, sometimes they'd have to stop, they would get water, you
know. They wouldn't be very long. They just...sometimes a couple of hours. But [inaudible] ... coal
off. And that train [inaudible]. ... coal houses [inaudible] .... where they kept the coal. That's where
we got a lot of our coal. Right off the cars.

INTV: Okay, let's stop for a minute, see what we've got. All right, now you can begin, tell us
a little bit more about your brother Ennis. You mentioned that he was a blacksmith. And you
said he was a good mechanic. That's Arthur and _ __ _ _ __
AB: [inaudible] ..... And he used to ....
INTV: Okay, go ahead, I'll hold it. I just want to get it closer to you. [rearranging the
microphone] ....
AB: You asked me about me about my brother Ennis. He was a natural born mechanic. He could
make more things out of wood and iron. And he could sharpen tools. He would sharpen pocket

I was able to do some things for myself, I finally bought a blacksmith outfit for it. He learned to
make tools and work for a man who had a blacksmith shop, located down there where the post office
is now. And he uh, a man by the name of Hoover. He worked for Hoover for a number of years.
And finally, he, I helped him to purchase an outfit for himself. And he had a contract with the ... with
the gas company to sharpen their tools. Which he [inaudible ]. .. for a number of years. And he finally
lost his health. Before that, though, I bought a, built a home for him down at west Dunbar.
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INTV: The house is still there, isn't it?
AB: Yeah.

INTV: Right there just past the Rose Valley Church.
AB: And of course, he ... matTied, had four or five children.

INTV: He was married to Aunt Cora. Aunt Cora's still living out in California with Mabel,
out in Constantine or....
AB:

When he died ... after his death, I turned the house over to his ... his [inaudible] ....

INTV: Did any of your brothers ever ... did they work with you in the business, Dad?
AB: Well, Ennis worked with me some. But I learned to cook meat with my brother, John. He was

a butcher. And he had a, the only meat market there was in Montgomery, West Virginia, at one time.
He was a close friend of Squire Montgomery. And he wouldn't let any other butcher come in there
while my brother was operating.

INTV: How did he happen to go to Montgomery?
AB: Who?

INTV: Your brother John.

He wouldn't let any other butcher come in there. So I had, in the meantime, I had [inaudible ] ... and
saved a little money and come back here. [inaudible] ... to learn how .. .I didn't want to butcher, but
I wanted to learn how to cook meat. So I spent one winter up there at Montgomery with my brother
John. He taught me how to cook. I didn't want to butcher, because I was chicken. I couldn't stand
to kill ... especially little lambs, because they were so.....

But I did learn how to cook, which he

taught me how. Then I decided to come back here to Charleston and learned things for myself. And
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I bought a second-hand outfit from some man up there, a little town near [inaudible] .... shipped it
down here. In the meantime, [inaudible]. .. from Fred Gladner, he was a butcher. And he never ... he
was in business for himself. But he o"Wned this property on the comer of Capitol and Garden Street.
He owned [inaudible]. .. back to Eagon Street. [inaudible] ....
INTV: Now, when the tape ended, we were telling how Dad rented to the room to go into the
meat market business for himself. So continue at that point [static and interference in
tape) .... on Eagon Street right where we are now. Only this time you were at the corner of
Eagon and _ _ _ _ , so you went into business at that point.
AB: [inaudible-fading out] ....

INTV: Okay, well, we can get it in there.
AB: [muffled reply ]. ... my brother John, Ennis, and Charlie and myself [inaudible-muffled]

My brother Ennis, he was really an expert baritone player. He could really play. He really could
play that baritone. He could play solos, Old Kentucky Home .... .all that. He was good. But he ... he
taught me how to play the slide trombone. (INTV: Who was that?) My brother Ennis. And he
could beat the drums, too. He was a natural-born _ __ _ _ . And .... .. .... Uncle Tom 's Cabin,
and uh~ I had been taking lessens. He h:1d heen te3ching me hcr'vV to plny the trnmhnnc- nnci r didn't
play very well. So he finally got me a job with the show. _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _

Uncle Tom's

Cabin. And I had ...the man liked me so well, he had a contract with the band. But [most of reply

very muffled]. ..
owner of the show. So he decided to put on a number two show. [inaudible] ...number two show.
And he put me in charge of the band, [inaudible-muffled] and put me in charge of the number two
show. Well, it didn't pay very much a week. But anyhow, I saved what money I could and most of
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the boys in the show liked to gamble, they liked to shoot craps. But I di dn't go in for that. I can't
think of the name of the fellow, but I will later on. But I saved my money every week. When I got
my money, I'd send it here to my mother, see. And most of those boys, they'd gamble. Soon as they
got paid, they'd start gambling. But [inaudible-muffled] ... traveling expenses [inaudible] .....
INTV: You were mentioning some of your financial adventures, I want you to back up a few
years and tell about some of the things that you and your friend, C.D. Henderson, used to do.
You mentioned that the two of you were best friends. Does he have any relatives living in
Charleston now?
AB: No, all the Henderson's have passed away, I think. But [inaudible] .. .he and I used to shine

shoes together. [inaudible-muffled] .. used to be buy coal, and dump it out on the sidewalks, see. And
the [inaudible] ... have to have it carried upstairs, and put it in the coal bins. And Timmy and I used
to make a [inaudible] ... coal. He'd give us 50 cents a box to carry it upstairs and put it in the coal
bins. There used to be a little [inaudible] ... bottles, whiskey bottles, beer bottles. And we used
to ... our big business came emptying oil drains. [inaudible] ... kerosine and oil. And they bought this
oil in big 50 gallon drums. [inaudible] ... drums, you took them to Capitol Street down across from

Court Street there~ (inaudible] ... used to have kind of a junk place there~ ;vhere they hought a! 1kl nd~
of animal hides and drums. And especially [inaudible ] ... 50 gallon gas, or oil drums. And we kept
those back there .... [inaudible] ....
INTV: Dad just had dinner. It's December 3I5t, 1973. Once you mentioned, Dad, that your
mother, after you moved down from the Hill to Court Street, to what we know now is the
Triangle district ... [inaudible] ... because of the interstate highway construction that's going on
out there, there's not very much of the triangle left. As a matter of fact, now it's just a massive
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set of piers that's going to support the highway and overpasses of what's left of the Triangle
district. [inaudible] ..... can you remember the names of some of those ladies around town?
\Vere they white, were they black, who were they?
AB: No ... they were mostly white. And one of the largest sporting houses out in that Court Street,
[inaudible) ... Hattie Brammer. Are you recording this?

INTV: Uh-huh. Where was she located?
AB: She had a house on the corner of Court and Garden Street.
INTV: I can remember a lot of white women hanging out of the windows there when I was a
little girl. [inaudible] ... lessons at a settlement house there.
AB: She was the largest.. .had the largest house of any of the sporting women there at that time.
INTV: Did they present a problem? Were they bothered much by the police or local
authorities
AB: Oh, yeah, they raided them every now and then. They'd pay their fines and continue to operate.
INTV: Did they have any Negro women that were a part of their establishment?
AB:No.

AB: Well, most of them ... the rest of.. ..
INTV: Your mother's house was pretty close to that place, wasn't it?
AB: Huh?
INTV: Your mother's house was located pretty close to her place, wasn't it?
AB: Yeah. We was just a half a block away when we were living there. It was just a block from
[inaudible]. ...
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INTV: Now, you mentioned that about this time you began, you finally moved from Court
Street area over to North Rand Street. And you rented from Mr. Eagon, who's name, I guess,
is named for this street that you're living on now.
AB: Yeah, that's right. _ __ _

Eagon was, he owned the house that we moved [inaudible) ....

INTV: How many of you were at home then?
AB: Well, I was only one that stayed home regular. Because my brother Ennis, he was there for

some time.
INTV: You mentioned ... John ...
AB: [inaudible) .... and Nina. I don't know ....

INTV: Nina was the oldest? The daughter of your oldest sister, Mary Nichols .... your mother
raised Nina, who I think you mentioned earlier died in Detroit. And they notified you of her
death. And you informed the undertaker to give her a decent burial. At that time, it was
somewhere under $200. And you buried her. You said she didn't have much insurance.
AB: No. One of the, my sister married, [inaudible]. .. that was James. James Brown.

INTV: You mentioned also that you went to the _ _ _ _ and met the man who buried her,

uh .. .let me see.... Oh, you mentioned the school houses that were available to the little Negro
children at that time. You mentioned that there was one on the west side. They, since they,
the authorities rented houses which were used as schools.
AB: Yes, wasn't no regular school building. The school board would find a three or four room,

preferably four room house, and they used one of the rooms for classrooms, see, and the rest of it for
recreation.
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INTV: Who were some of your teachers, Dad? Where did you go to school? I know you
mentioned you didn't get to school very much.
AB: No. When I first went to school, to a man named of Otther ... Otther Wells. And later Ison

Cabell, when we were living on the west side, see. Ison Cabell. Then at a later date, we went to
Lottie ... Lottie Friend. She was a young girl. She lived down at what is now Institute.
INTV: You know her son quite well, one of her sons.
AB: Oh, yes, yes, I knew ....
INTV: Scottie ...
AB: And uh, Dallas and uh ... [inaudible] ...
INTV: What about Miss Lizzie Porterfield? Who was she?
AB: Well, she ... she lived here in Charleston. And she had her brothers, one of them lived on what

is now Washington Street, just below Court Street.

She lived there with her brother, Fleet

Porterfield.
INTV: She was also a sister of Naomi Farrell's mother, I think you said. (AB: Yes) Who's
Naomi Farrell?

INTV: Oh, I met her.

AB: Yes, she married ...
INTV: Mayola? Mayola Smith. Uh-huh, yes, when I went to Chicago a few years ago before
she moved, she entertained me quite graciously. I met her daughter and granddaughter.
AB: She was a classmate now to Captain Ferguson. Her mother was very peculiar. They were kind
of courting when she was in school. And so, Gunner says he used to walk ... they lived up there on
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Brooks Street, that old home place on Brooks Street. He'd be walking home from school with
Naomi, can-ying her books. And her mother's name was Helen, Helen Farrell. So she said, "Now,
Mr. Ferguson, you don't need to be carrying Naomi's books for her. She's probably able to carry
all of them!" [laughing] Naomi told me that.
INTV: Now, how were those schools organized, Dad? Who hired the teachers and who sort
of.... did they have board of education for the Negroes then, or how was it organized?

AB: No. You had a white board. But there was always appointed someone who, that...you might
say that represented the Negroes.
INTV: Do you remember any of the persons who .... ?

AB: The one I remembered mostly was Mr. James, C.H. James. He was a member of-, he lived on
the west side and had a produce place there down on Charleston Street, where they used to go out
in the country and bring in chickens and eggs and so forth.
INTV: Where was Charleston Street? I never heard of that one before. You don't have a
street called Charleston Street now that I know of.

AB: That was now .. .that's .. .it was, at a time called Cinder Road. Because they used to, in the .. .in

it wouldn't be hard for the trucks to ... to travel. So at that time, the coal, which is now ... well,
Washington Street, which was called Cinder Road.
INTV: I see.

Tell me about Mr. James. You mentioned that he lived on ... he lived on

Charleston Street. And I remembered once before you mentioned how they had a truck, a
wagon that was in two layers. Tell us about that.

AB: Well, a kind of .... see, in those days, they had to [inaudible] ... out in Sissonville and out in the

-25-

country, see. And they would go to the dry goods stores here and pick up what they thought the
cow1try people needed out in country. And they'd takeJhings such as linens and clothing, shoes and
not too much of shoes, but all the items that.... People used to make clothes, bolts of cotton and so
forth, and then trade that for chicken and eggs.
INTV: I see. Now, you mentioned they. Who was with Mr. James then? Who was working
with him?
AB: His brother.
INTV: What was his brother's name?
AB: Well, let's see now. [pausing for thought]

I can't think of his name at the present. But it will

come to me. Because when his brothers ... they were really partners
INTV: Was it Charles? Edward? I wonder if any of the sons, Daniel, had the name for the
brothers? There's Charles, Edward died last year, and Daniel. Well, we'll get to that.
AB: One of them left here and went ... went out to New Zealand, Auckland, New Zealand. (INTV:
Oh, really?) Mmmm-hmm. He had a business out there. I think he died, he died several years ago.
But I'll think of his name after awhile.

bridge fell? (AB: Bridge fell?) Uh-huh, on Washington Street over Elk River.
AB: Well, let's see ... the correct year ... when that bridge fell must have been about ninety .... let's see ...
INTV: Well, you told me about it. We can get the date on it. That's not important. There was
an article in the paper about. .....
END OF SIDE 2 -TAPE 1- BEGIN SIDE 1 -TAPE 2

AB: The reason why I can remember so well, it fell while I was having-, running a meat market there
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on the comer of Dryden and Egon Street. Because the day before the bridge fell, I had some cattle
butchered over across the bridge up there across from where the Washington Manor is now, on the
other side of the river. They had a large slaughter house, they butchered cattle and hogs and all kinds
of meat for their, well, they had a market. They had a large retail market in town. That was their
slaughter house on the lower bank over there. And they used to kill my cattle for me and let 'em
hang overnight and dry 'em out and the next morning, they'd be cooled out, see. So just the day
before the bridge fell I had taken some ... one or two beef over there to kill for me, see. And I sent
this boy, we called him bumpus, I forget his name. He worked for me. I sent him with the wagon
to go over and bring this beef in for me, see, over from the slaughter house to my store. And ... and
it happened around, probably 8 or 830, something like that, in the morning. And when somebody
called and said that the bridge had fallen, well, I knew that my boy had been gone just long enough
to get across there just to get on it. So of course, I was all excited. And so, so pretty soon he
called ... (INTV: He didn't call you be~ause you didn't have a telephone then, did you?) Yes,
I had a telephone. (INTV: You had a telephone?) Yes. And it wasn't but a dollar and a half a
month. And he called and said that he had just got across the bridge when it dropped. (INTV: Isn't

INTV: What was his name?
AB: Oh, we called him bumpus. He was a little dark boy, very active, though.
INTV: Well, now, we got off on that bridge when we were talking about school houses. And
you mentioned that Mr. C.H. James was one of the trustees of the West side school. (AB:
Yeah) And you said also, at the time, the last school teacher that you had before you stopped
school to help your mother, was Mrs. Lottie Friend. And you said that she lived near where
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Dr. Aubrey Harris now has his drugstore on Lawrence Street. It seemed that she stayed there
with an uncle. (AB: An uncle, yes) They were all old timers. There was also a pretty good
school on the East side of tow n, where we are, near where the National Bank of Commerce is
now located.

AB: Yes, that was on ... on Dickinson Street. A little coal settlement that was in there. The Methodist
church was on the comer of Quarrier and Dickinson Street, a Century church out here. And then
there was a colored, small houses along on the side of that, that some colored people lived in. The
people name of _ _ _ _ __

lived in one, and Nixon, lived in the old houses.

INTV: Was Miss Jefferson, Hazel Dabney's family? Hazel died just very recently.

AB: Yeah, her grandparents and great-grandparents. And the school house was right across the
street, right there where that sausage shop is now, I think in there, is it still there now?
INTV: I think. ...

AB: Well, the National Bank of Commerce is over on Quarrier Street. Because there was a sporting
house there, too.
INTV: Why is it that there's always sporting houses in the Negro community, in the black

AB: It didn't bother them too much when it was in the Negro community.
INTV: Is that why that was? Well, uh ... you mentioned that your brother, Fred, went to school

at this East side school. He went there from Watts Hill. And I remember your telling me one
day about wanting to go to school with your brother Fred. What ... what happened that day?

AB: Fred, he, I just...he just took me over there, I wanted to go to school. And I wanted to see what
this was all about. So he took me over with him one day to school. And at, during recess time, this
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Simm Johnson's brother, the boy that was hanged, his brother's name was Ciecero Johnson. He
done something that the other one had me crying. My brother, Fred, wanted to know what was the
matter.

And I told this boy this girl had done something to me. So Fred told them, said, "Now,

listen, this here boy is my youngest brother. Don't you bother him. Don't you do anything to him
or I'll do something to you." So he told Fred he didn't do anything, didn't hurt me. But I guess he
wanted to frighten me more than anything else, like tease me or something. So, that's the reason
why I know there's a school there.
INTV: You mentioned Cicero Johnson and Simm Johnson, and you mentioned a hanging.
And I've heard you mention several incidents of hanging in Kanawha County when you were
a young boy. What about this Simm Johnson hanging?

AB: It...I remember they killed a white woman or a white girl, see.
INTV: Well, was it like most of those cases? Was it really true, or were they pinning it on him,
or... ? What was the real story?

AB: Simm had been going with this girl, which I think they caught him somewhere with her. She
hollered and.... So at any rate, they hung him.

community feel about it?

AB: Well....
INTV: Was it a trial? Or was it the Ku Klux Klan thing or what?

AB: No, they had a trial. He was tried before a jury.
INTV: Who represented him? Do you remember? (AB: No) No, you wouldn't remember. Did
they feel that it was fair trial?
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AB: Well, the general feeling was that he'd been drunk, see.

And he shouldn't have been

[inaudible] ....
INTV: "Vhere did the hanging take place?
AB: In the court house yard. Where the court house is down there. It wasn't built up like it is now.

A scaffold was built over long Virginia Street. The old part of the court house was down on
Kanawha Street at that time. Of course, all of this on Virginia Street, that's all been built since then.
INTV: Well, now, Dad, what about the atmosphere? Did everybody go see it or were people
sort of afraid, or .... ? Did the colored people go?
AB: Yeah, they went, and I went. My grandmother took me with her. It was like going to a circus.

People came from miles around to see the hanging.
INTV: Do you remember any of the family? (AB: Do what?) Do you remember any of the
Johnson's family? (AB: No)

Well, now, you mentioned another hanging that you can

remember very vividly. Only this one involved a white man.
AB: A German man by the name of. .. name of Fremich Camp.
INTV: What about that one?

we lived.
INTV: What did he do for a living? (AB: Mmmh?) What did he do for a living?
AB: He was a farmer.
INTV: \Vhat on earth would prompt him to kill his children?
AB: Well, this girl, she took up with a white fellow that lived down in the city.
INTV: But they were all white, though? He was German.
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AB: Mmm-hrnm. And this girl, her father tiied to get to stop her from going with this white fellow,

and she refused. And so moved out of his house. There was a little three room house a short
distance from where he lived. He lived back in the woods, as you go up in the woods back where
he lived in an old farm house, big house, kind of made out of logs and roughly built. But this old
farm house that she moved in was oh, just a short distance from where her father lived. And she
would take the old, when the man would leave and go look after his garden, she would go to the
house and take his food and take cooking utensils and things, you know. So the old man had told
her about it, going into his house.

And she didn't pay any attention to him.

So, [tape

interruption] .....
INTV: Okay, now you can go ahead. She didn't pay any attention to him, so ... he just. .. they got
into an argument. I think she took an iron or something, didn't she?
AB: Yes. She ... while he was away at work, she went to the house, took his iron and some other

equipment over to her house. So the old man, he went over to get these things that she had taken,
and they got into an argument. And the old man stabbed her, killed her.
INTV: What about the brother?

I don't want to .. .I don't want to hurt you. But you stay away." And of course, Bill didn't. And he
cut Bill, too. He was stabbed, too. So he, they, my brothers had been back over on that section, they
used to go over there possum hunting at night. And they was helping her. And they come and told
us, my father and mother, that the old man had ... had cut this girl. They didn't know whether he had
killed her or not, but.. .. So ... but the next day the old man, he wasn't...anybody that come in that
house ... he went back to his house, see. And he closed himself up there. And so, the constables went
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up there and he wouldn't surrender to them. So finally, the one man that he knew very well, that
knew the old man, see, his name was Copen. He went up there and persuaded him to give himself
up. And he finally came out. So they searched around and found the knife. He had thrown the old
knife away, had thrown the knife away some place. Anyhow, he surrendered to the constable named
Copen. They took him, locked him up.

INTV: Did he have a reputation for having a bad temper? (AB: No) Did he drink?
AB: I don't think so. He [inaudible] ... she took up with this fellow. I forget the name of the man she

took up with. He lived down around, down in the town. It wasn't a city. But she took up with this
fellow. And the old man knew he wasn't any good. But she, he couldn't make her believe it. So,
he, and she, so he forbid him to come to his house, see. So that's when she moved out.

INTV: Now, how, what was the public sentiment on that incident? Was it a big to-do, or was
it. ... ?

AB: No, it wasn't anything. That didn'_t hardly come out after the killing.
INTV: I see. Do you remember any other ... do you remember any other hanging incidents that
stand out in your mind?

INTV: Were there ever any evidence of Ku Klux Klan activity here that created any unrest
that you remember?
AB: Not that amounted to anything.
INTV: What about race relations, Dad? How were they? What ... how do you ... as you look back
over it now, how do you feel about it? I know that when I grew up in Charleston, I just really
wasn't too much aware of a white community. We did everything ourselves. We were sort of
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self-sufficient. And one thing I can remember is going to the balcony of Charleston High
School to see Marion Anderson. And that didn't set well with me at all. But I think that I was
so impressed by hearing her, that i forget the unpieasantness of that.
AB: Yes, the race relation was very good. All the while I was a youngster growing up. I'll give

James credit, b~cause they helped quite a bit. Because they employed white fellows. All the way
back when the mines had a place on the West side, he'd have a little place [inaudible] .... since they
first began to peddle and operate here in West Virginia.
AB: Do you remember anything about the underground movements, in terms of the slave
activities, Dad? I know that a lot of the Negroes in the community came from Ohio and that
there was a very active underground railway in the area. Do you remember anything about
that? (AB: No) I remember doing something about the history of the First Baptist Church
about one of the ministers who was closely associated with the underground railroad. Do you
remember anything about it?
AB: No, no.
INTV: You mentioned quite a bit about your brothers, Dad. What about some of your sisters?

Miriah, I can remember, because we all used to go to Boston and stay in her home when we
were children. Aunt Ruth, I remember once and her daughters are still living and keep in
touch. And Maggie is the one whom you said you don't remember very much about. She
died ...
AB: Yeah, she died after we moved over here.
INTV: Well, what about Aunt Miriah? What do you remember about her?
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AB: My sister Miriah? (INTV: Yes) I don't remember so much about...she always worked.

She ... she was quite a bit older than I was. I don't...I know she used to work on _ __ Street here
in Charleston for the Staunton's, who were big wealthy white people here. And she worked for the
Watt's for a time, too. The same people that her husband worked for, on Watts Hill. But I don't
know so much about Miriah.
INTV: How did she happen to go to Boston?
AB: Well, she went to Boston because Albert, her husband, had been up there with the Watts's.

they always had fine horses. And old man Watts had a race horse. And they put this horse in the
amateur races there in Boston. And Mr. Watts had Albert to go up there and look after his horse
for him, see. And while I was there, he met some other wealthy people who had horses there.
And one of these men wanted Albert to come and work for him. But he didn't right at that
particular time. But he left there and went to Boston to work. I don't remember the name of the
people. But he took care of their horses. And then he ... they married here. They lived on Patrick
Street soon after they got married. But then he, after he went to Boston, he sent for Miriah and I
guess Madeline, I think was the youngest, (INTV: The oldest) the oldest. And that's how

he ... then he ,.vorked for [inaudible J... a·\vhile.
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then he gnt n jnh 1n th~
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nri then:

(INTV: Manhattan Market?) Mmm-hmm. And then he ... he got a job for me, asked me ifI'd

like to come up there. I was in, it was only 19 ... well, when I went up there, I think it was in
1970. But I had a farm, I had a meat market in one part of it, and a restaurant in the other part.
And this [inaudible]. .. was running the restaurant. He was Charlie Preston's wife's brother. And
after I had the fire, I was kind of out of business for awhile. And I went temporarily down on
Court Street, and rented a _ _ _ from this sporting woman. She had a storeroom that was
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vacant. I stayed there for awhile. And in the meantime, I had started buying this house over on
Young Street, 1009 Young Street. And then I decided I would put up a building over there. So
Mr. L. E. Mc\Vhorter, he got me a loan from Jackson County Building and Loans. (INTV:

Jackson County?) Mmm-hmm.
INTV: I didn't know they were that liberal.
AB: He represented them. And I borrowed $3,200, I think it was. And in the meantime, I had

bought this place over there, I was buying it.

INTV: What was that address on Young Street?
AB: 1009. When I bought it, it had a three-room house on it. And I...I was living then on North _

_ _ _ Street. I think the number there was 124, I believe, North _ _ _ _ Street. I, when I
first bought this house, I bought it, I was to pay $900 for it, and a hundred dollars down and $10
a month, with interest. But when the lawyer that wrote the dead for old man ____-he was a
German fellow, a shoe maker-he made.a mistake and instead of writing the contract for $100
down and $10 a month, he wrote it for $50 down. Well, I guess the Lord must have been with
me, because I didn't have a hundred dollars. (chuckling] Because I said, no, I'm going to have to

take $50. So when they read the contract and contract said there was, the lawyer, Laidley, he was
a big lawyer in town at the time, they live out here on, near the field, probably named after the
Laidley' s. He wrote up the contract, and he said to put in the contract, $50 down and $10 a
month. [chuckling] So old man _ _ _ _ , there wasn't nothing he could do. He said, his name
was [inaudible]. .. .! said I told him I couldn't raise that money. He said, "Well,just let it go at
that." That's the way I bought it. But I had an awful time raising that $10. But after I got this
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money from the building and loan, Jackson County Building and Loan, Mr. McWhorter, he was a
big lawyer here at the time, he represented companies on loans that was made here in Charleston.
So he, I talked with him, and he .... he uh, advised them to let me have it. I bon-owed I think
$3000 to build this house out there. I built a storeroom, a living room downstairs and the
storeroom on the comer of the alley, and on the offset there I had a living room and two or three
rooms downstairs and I had an upstairs, that had two or three rooms upstairs . It was a big old
house. And os, now then, that brought me up to 19 and oh, about 19 and 05
[inaudible] .. .. Roosevelt was president. We had a panic. I had been, decided to
go ... [inaudible] ... asked me ifI wanted to come to Boston. We had had some trouble down here
with the fire and stuff. So I told him yes, to get me a job at the same place where he was
working. And I did. And I got this place furnished up and I...a white fellow by the name of
Lucas had a store around the comer down there on Love Street, but he wanted a larger place. So
I agreed to rent him the whole house, the storeroom and the rest of the house, for $50 a month.
All right. I finished it up and he moved in it. And that would have been in the early part of
1907. And so we had a panic. The panic came on in 1907, because I had plans ... my payments
with the loan company was I think $32 a month. see. And in the meantime. I had built a little _
_ _ on the rear for my mother, see. My mother, she, I fixed it so she could live there. And
Lucas couldn't pay the rent, and I was in Boston working. I'd only get $15 or $20 a week. Of
course, that was big money in those days. And here I was trying to take care of my mother. And
paying a lot, paying my payments on my property, too. And when the panic hit, hit this section
of the country in 1907, Lucas couldn't pay the rent.

And my mother was here, and one of her

brothers was there with her. And she had a boy with her that she was keeping for a man, by the
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name of Brown, too.
INTV: This is the beginning of another two hour series on the life of Anderson Hunt
Brown, as he recalls it growing up as a youngster in the Kanawha Valley. Tape number
one included many of the things that he recalled as a youngster, from his very early
childhood to the recollection that he has of his parents and some inside into some of the
brothers and sisters. We haven't talked about all of them yet. But as this tape was, as the
first tape was coming to a close, he was telling about how you managed to get to Boston
with Aunt Miriah and Uncle Albert, who were the parents of Madeline,
Julian, Lawrence [inaudible].....

Dorothy, Everett Wood who were the children of Aunt

Miriah and Albert, who was making their home in Boston, Cambridge area. Except for
Everett, who was living in Delaware. Now, you mentioned that just before you went to
Boston, that John Brown was living with your mother. She reared him and apparently she
was keeping him for someone, but he. was not a relation. I remember John Brown. He
apparently traveled a great deal in the Merchant Marines and the Navy or something,
because Aunt Della still has a lot of things he has sent her from different places around the

world . ! k..11ow there is some Dutrh shoes around frnm Hnl!!:nd and cn!cnrla:-~ ~nrl !nt~ nf
knick-knacks that John used to send her. And remember she used to talk about him a lot.
And I think he had insurances made out to her. And most of all, I remember when we
were living in Cambridge, John, out of the clear blue sky, appeared in our home one
afternoon and spent the day and had dinner with us. As I recall Andrea was a baby. I
don't know .. .I'm pretty certain that Andrea's little girl and [inaudible] ..... But he did
spend an afternoon with us. And he was, at that time, in port in Boston. And he gave us a
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Newport, Virginia, address. And I never saw John again after that. And Aunt Della never
heard any more from him, none of us ever did. \-Ve all tried to track him down, and I tried
to locate him when I was in the Hampton, Virginia area. But he's just disappeared. At
that time he was in good health. He was small in stature and he had a bald head, almost
like a [inaudible] ..... fellow but very small in stature, very erect, very alert and meticulous,
just very immaculate. That's my remembrance of him.
AB: He worked mostly in the kitchens, helping to cook, you know, is what he told me.
INTV: So now, when Mr. Lucas couldn't rent the building, Mr. McWhorter said he was
going to go along with you. He had gotten you into that .....
AB: Yeah, he told me, he says to send him what money I could each month. And what I lacked,

he would pay for me. And whenever I run up to two or three hundred dollars, I'd give him a
deed of trust on the property. And so he [inaudible] ... ! was able to pay. And when I returned
back here, I went back in from [inaudibJe] .... did I tell you how I happened to return to
Charleston?
INTV: No, you started to tell us, but when he found a job up there, you married Willie's

time there, you went back in 19 and 10, when you married Willie's mother.
AB: Yeah, well, I was still living in Boston, then, see. But I'm still (INTV: In charleston) still

in Mr. McWhorter's business, see. What did I leave off with? Where did I say ....
INTV: Well, you mentioned how he stuck by you. And you finally did get it all paid off.
I'm interested in knowing why you had to go to Jackson County to get a loan. Weren't
there many building and loan associations here in Charleston? (AB: Mmm-huh) There

-38-

weren't?
AB: No. The companies here, they, Jackson County had, they had more money than they could
use for that section. So they got to making loans here. And Mr. Mc \Vhorter was their attorney,
see. And he recommended ... they depended on him to see that their, the loan was properly
secured, see.
INTV: Well, when that was paid off and taken care of, you mentioned that, you mentioned
Willard's mother. How did you happen to meet her, Dad?
AB: Well, let me finish up with McWhorter here. (INTV: All right, all right) So ... after the
depression lifted and I began to earn a little more money, then I changed jobs in Boston. I left the
market, where I was only getting fifteen or twenty dollars a week, see. Which was big money in
those days, see. I went over and took charge of the _ _ _ _ Motor Car building, at 660
Beacon Street in Boston .... (INTV: We go by there every time we go to Boston) uh-huh. And I
had charge of that building. And I was _getting, I think, $25 a week. And the Ford Building was
right joining it. The boy that had charge of the Ford Building, he was getting more than I was. I
stayed there. I had left the market and I'd been over there probably maybe a couple of years.

week with an orchestra. Every time I played, I got at least $5 extra. And then I...let me see now.
Yeah, [inaudible] ... still corresponding. So we decided we'd get married on July the, right before
that, my mother had, I had brought my mother up there. You haven't got that, have you?
(INTV: No) Well, after I was in Boston two or three years, someone wrote and told me that my
brothers, two or three of my brothers had gone out there to the house. I built a house for my
mother and John before I left there, see, on the same property on Young Street. And I left my
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mother and she had a cow. My mother raised chickens and I had it fixed up nicely before I left,
see. So someone wrote and told me then, that my brother, Ennis, he had attempted to move in
and he wasn't working and he was staying there and my mother was taking care of him. So I
said, "Well, I'll go ask my mother how she'd like to come up to Boston to stay for awhile." So
she agreed. And so, at that time, Della, she had finished high school and was .. .I don't think she'd
got ... she hadn't begun to teach then. But later on she ... she did. She got her a school up here
somewhere .... (INTV: Quinamont). She she said, I told Mother if she'd like to come up to
Boston and stay awhile. That was in 19, that was before I married Nellie. Because I married
Nellie in 1910. But that was .... But anyway, she agreed. She had to get rid of her chickens, she
had a cow [inaudible]... I'd already got a house there in Boston, down on #60 Brookline,
Brookline Avenue . And I told Nellie, she said, "Yeah, she'd be glad to have my mother come up
and stay awhile." So ... and I said, "Now, Nellie, what we'll do," it was a big old house, about six
rooms or more. We'll let my mother h~ve one room, see. We'll give her a room and now, don't
you try to change her way .. .let her handle her room. If she wants to do things in her own
way ... because she's peculiar. I said, "If there's anything in the room she don't like, don't you try
to change it without consulting her." So. thev got along al! right. Then '.'.'hen I decided to
come ... when I changed jobs, [inaudible] ... .! had a letter, telegram, from Della that my mother was
very sick and for me to come home at once. So I went to the superintendent and showed him the
telegram, told him I'd have to go home. And he said, "Well, Brown," said, since it's so far down
in West Virginia, why don't you just take a vacation? I'll give you two weeks vacation." I had
two or three other fellows working under me. He said, "Could you put one of them in charge?"
And I said, "Yes, I think so." So I talked it over with one of the fellows, fellow by the name of
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mother wasn't any better and I just had to stay here and look after her. So then I bought, a little
white fellow had the meat market on the comer of.. .of uh, Court and _ _ _ _ _ by the name of
Jake Glaser. He wanted to sell and I bought him out and went back in the meat business.
INTV: Well, that's a good accounting.

[end of conversation] So you now you want to

tell ... so that tells you how you got your meat market started again, after you came back
from Boston. Was Willard _ _ _ _ there while you were in Boston while you were
there then?

AB: [reply inaudible]
INTV: Going where?
AB: New England Hospital, in Roxbury in Boston.
INTV: And uh, so you and Nellie and Willard canie back. Or did they come later?
AB: No, they come later. I left them there until I got straightened up here. 1...1 couldn't get

'em ... [inaudible] .. .it was rented, and I couldn't get the [inaudible] ... then. So I rented a house
[inaudible] .. .part of these drugstore boys here in Charleston now. He had two or three houses
there on Donna Street, right where Miss ____ lived. I rented a house from him, five room

them to, had them to come here. And we lived in the Com's house until I got possession of
mine, then we moved over to my house at 1009 Young Street.
INTV: All right now, tell me how you met Willard's mother, Dad? I've seen pictures of
her, she's very pretty. I remember meeting her grandmother, I mean, her mother and her
brother.

AB: Well, I met her, I was in the meat business. And she was in school down at State. And she
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had a girlfriend by the name of Virgie _ _ _ _ _ _ . Virgie and she were good friends. And
Virgie's home was up in [inaudible] ... (INTV: Madison? Boone County) Yeah. Virgie, she and
Virgie were good friends. Well...I knew her when I was in, when I was in Montgomery. Of
course, she was a youngster and was in school. But, see, how did I meet Millie?
INTV: Have anything to do with the band?

AB: She was in school down at.. ..
INTV: She was a seamtress.

AB: Huh?
INTV: She was a seamtress, too.

AB: Yes, she was a good one, too. My mother said [inaudible] .... they were good friends. I don't
know who the boy was going with Virgie. At any rate, then I...she knew me when I was in
Montgomery. Of course, she was just a young girl then. But [inaudible] .....
INTV: How did you go to travel to go see her? Did you have a car or how did you get
around then? You didn't have any car then, did you?

AB: No. I didn't own a car. I had a horse and buggy. I always kept one or two horses.
'IIJ ,.
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AB: No, no, I didn't go back.
INTV: Well, you haven't said anything about the Victorian Orchestra that you played in,

in Boston.
AB: Oh, yes. Well, yes ....
INTV: Because I've got a picture of you in that Victorian Orchestra. There's some
handsome men in that distinguished group.
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Ed Sedley. He was the best man I had there.

END OF SIDE 1 - TAPE 2 - BEGIN SIDE 2
AB: ... so ... so I left there on, I said, "I hope to be back in a couple of weeks anyway." So, I got
into Charleston here on the first of March, I think it was. I know the bridge, the toll bridge had
just became free just that day.

INTV: Which was the toll bridge?
AB: It's right where this new bridge is now. But there was the old bridge there then, see. You
had to ... you didn't have any automobiles but cabs on it. When I got off the train, I didn't
know .. .l'd been on the train for two days. I left Boston on I think about 9 o'clock that night.
And I rode all that night and all the next day and got in here in Charleston about 1 o'clock in the
morning. And I didn't know if my mother was dead or alive, see. So I asked a fellow by the
name of Charlie Moore. He's a fellow, [inaudible] ... mother's friend. He was living with her
then. And he had two or three, three or.four, she was a white woman, but he had two or three
children by her. So I got off, when I got off the train, got up on, got a cab and got in Charlie
Moore's cab. And I asked him if he'd heard anything from my mother. I said, "I've been on the

think she's dead, because if she was dead, I would have heard it." So, by that time, Della had
move out there on Piedmont Road, a little house there they kept on the back of their lot, you
know. And so, then .. .l got here. And I didn't know whether my mother. .. didn't know if she was
dead or alive until after I got here. And I found out she was very low. And so, l...she didn't get
any better. So I just decided I can't go back to Boston with my mother in this condition. So I
wrote the superintendent of the building and told him I was sorry, but I couldn't come back. My
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AB: Well, while I was in Boston, I connected with a, I first connected with the band up there.

They had a ... then ... a fellow by the name of Dickinson was the leader of the band. And then, they
organized us, [inaudible] .. .he was a foreigner. He was a [inaudible] .... and he organized this
orchestra.

Well, [inaudible-reply fading out] ... Sullivan was the manager. And when I first went

up there, I met some of the band fellows and began to play around with them. And when they
organized this orchestra, I.. .I bought, I told the boys I had played bass, so they gladly had me.
And I bought a bass fiddle. And then I played in the band. They didn't have much of a band.
We had a better band here than they had up there. But I played in this orchestra. (INTV: What
instrument did you play?) I played the bass in the orchestra and trombone in the band.
INTV: You remember any of the songs you used to play? You remember any of your
favorites ... in the orchestra?
AB: Yeah, we played [inaudible] ....
INTV: Hallelujah Chorus?
AB: Yeah, we played that and lots of other standard pieces in the orchestra. Of course, the band

would play just the regular old band (INTV: Sousa's marching tunes?) yeah. All those same

or three nights a week. And with the orchestra, we used to go up [inaudible ) .... A venue, played
there. And a short time before I left Boston, I broke the neck off my bass corning up out of the
subway there in Cambridge. My old bass had a long neck on it there ...
INTV: They had a subway there? (AB: Huh?) They had the subway train there?
AB: Yeah, in Cambridge? (INTV: Yeah) Yeah, yeah. (INTV: I didn't know that) Yeah, I

broke the neck off my bass corning out of the subway. I put it in the shop to have it fixed, and
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while it was in the shop, my mother .... I had a notice to come home.
INTV: And you never got back to get it?
AB: I didn't get to go back there. I just left it there. [end of discussion]
INTV: We'll begin our discussion this evening, Dad, the second of January in the new year,
1974, by talking a little bit about your nephew, James, whom you haven't mentioned
before. What do you remember about him?
AB: Well, James was a son of my oldest sister, Mary. He was also a brother of Nina, Nina

Nichols, who was my sister Mary's daughter. I never knew much about James, only that he was
my sister Mary's son. And uh .... let's see ....
INTV: He used to work with you, you said.
AB: Yes. I was perhaps four or five years old than James. And he, while I was in the meat

business, he worked with me some. And he learned how to cut meat and he, in those days, meat
was sold from a wagon. He drove a peddling wagon for me some, and worked for me quite a
while. But later he took a job with the, working at the, a hotel. I don't remember the name of the
hotel.

AB: Yes. I think it, I think it was the location where the old Holly Hotel is now on Quarrier

Street, that he worked, where he worked.
INTV: Now, James was married to Cousin Mania, Mozella?
AB: Mozella Hart was her, his wife's maiden name. And there were seven children.
INTV: Annie, and Agnes and Ed, who were and Felicia, who are living now. (AB: Yeah)
And then there was one brother who died. Well, he was close to my age, and I remember
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when he died. Mmm-hmm. Agnes is recently moved into her new home up on South Hills,
up a few doors from Willard, on the property where the cousins who lived there a long,
long time ago.
AB: Yes. Well, I can't say much more about him, because I don't know.
INTV: Well, you've mentioned also that you wanted to talk about your experiences with
Martin's Uncle Tom's Cabin and some of the band experiences that you had, and who
som e of those band members were. Some of the things that you remember about the band
experience.
AB: Of course, I'd like to tell about a band that we had here in Charleston, that was supported

mostly by S.W. Starks, Samuel W. Starks, who was at that time, a very active citizen, interested
in Negro business. And he was also elected very active with the [inaudible] ... and was later
elected the supreme chancellor of the world, KFP [inaudible ] ... with headquarters here in
Charleston.
INTV: That gave national recognition to Charleston, didn't it? (AB: Yeah) In the black
community.

INTV: What instruments did you have? (AB: Huh?) What kind of band was it? Was it a
marching band, or... ?

AB: Yeah, a marching band. And he made it possible for us to attend several of the supreme
large meetings. In those days the supreme large was held in some of the larger cities. One time
he sponsored a whole band. They were approximately forty pieces or more. And when the
supreme large met in Pittsburgh, he arranged for us, our band, to represent the Charleston branch
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of [inaudible]. .. .in Pittsburgh.

INTV: Do you rem ember when that was, Dad? Or where ... approximately when that might
have been?
AB: Well, I...I, at another time, we, he sponsored the band at the supreme large meeting in Saint

Louis, Missouri. And the last trip that I was on with the band was in Norville, Kentucky. That
was in 19 and 07. He took, we took a band of approximately forty pieces and a drum corps of ten
or fifteen pieces. All these expenses was paid by S. W. Starks, who was still at that time, a
supreme chancellor. I remember very well distinctively that was a trip to Louisville, Kentucky.
Because that was my last supreme large meeting. I left Charleston shortly after the meeting, the
supreme large meeting at Louisville and went to Boston, Massachusetts to work. That was in
1907. And I connected myself with the KFP large in Boston. And when the men found out that I
was from Charleston and that the supreme chancellor's home was in Charleston, they were very
glad to meet with me and talk about Starks and the supreme large. That was in 1907. In 1908, I
had a telegram that Starks had died. That was in 1908. (INTV : You were in Boston at the

time?) Yeah, I was in Boston. And the man by the name of, who was head of the local KFP in

INTV: Did you come back for the funeral?
AB: No, I couldn't return to the funeral.

INTV: I bet it was quite an event.
AB: ... people from here in Charleston and all over the state.

INTV: All over the nation!
AB: Yes, because he was the supreme chancellor of the world.
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INTV: All right now, up in the Spring Hill Cemetery in what is now known at the old
section for the shall we say colored population, there was a big [inaudible] ... up there, that
anyone would be surprised to know, to know it was a monument for a bright man.
AB: [inaudible] .. .and erected a large statue on his grave.
INTV: And you can see it easily when you're on your way to this plot where Reverend
Newsome is buried, too.
AB: You can ... [inaudible] ... some parts of the city of Charleston. It's a very tall ....
INTV: Like an [inaudible] ... like an Egyptian _ _ _ _ type of.. .. there are several
monuments like that in Spring Hill cemetery.
AB: He and several of the older officials over there at the large are buried at this spot.
INTV: Well, now, what about that Uncle Tom's Cabin band? Mr. Stark was undoubtedly
your great benefactor. He made ....
AB: No, it wasn't Uncle Tom's. It was. [inaudible] ....
INTV: Oh, Martin's ... what was it called?
AB: Oh, that was a different [inaudible] ..... This band here was called the KFP band or the

corps of eight or ten.
INTV: Were any of them young people, or were they all older men?
AB: Oh, yeah, most of them were young.
INTV: Do you remember the names of some of the people in the band? (AB: Oh, yeah)
Who were some of them?
AB: Well, the ... we had one of the first leaders of the band was a man by the name of Prank
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Good. He was the leader.. .he was the leader of the band, Frank Good.
INTV: Was he from this area, or did he come from out of town?

AB: Yeah, he was from around here. I think his home, though, was up in Pennsylvania, I
believe. Then we had another man that was a much better accomplished in music than Frank
Good, by the name of _ ___ Streets. He was a trumpet player and he was the leader of the
band. He originally was from Columbus, Ohio. Then we had several other, my brother was a
trumpet, John was a trumpet player, coronet player, we called them. We had clarinet players by
the name of Ed ... Ed Huffman.
INTV: Was he related to Mrs. Huffman who used to be so active in the church here?
AB: Yes.

INTV: I remember her.
AB: Well, Ed, he was a clarinet player. My brother John was a trumpet player, and my brother

Ennis was a baritone player; he was a good one, too. He could really play that baritone. And my
brother Charlie was a bass player.
INTV: Well, where did all of your learn your music? Was ....

had a brother, Fred, he never played much, he left here and went to Colorado and died out there.
INTV: But where did you get your training in musical instruments? Did ... did you have a
teacher? Or how did you know ... ? How did you get the money to get the instruments and
so forth?
AB: Well, when they organized this KFP band, Mr. Stark bought thirty-two instruments for us.

Then we would ... we would play for these politicians, make them kick in, help to buy instruments.
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[inaudible] .. .govemor or mayor of the city or. .. any ....
INTV: Well, who was the teacher? Who knew about all those instruments?
AB: Well, we used .. . [inaudible] ... a little white fellow to teach us the instruments that the colored
couldn't teach. The white band, called Gates Band. And there was a fellow that played, a violin
player, who taught Huffman, those who played the violin, I can't think of his name now.
[inaudible]. .. a white fellow was the next [inaudible] ... on the baritone, he taught my brother,
Ennis quite a bit. But Ennis mostly ... we bought instruction books and taught ourselves after we
learned the scales, you know. We [inaudible] ... different pieces in these instruction books, you
know. We'd practice on their scales and different.. ...
INTV: You could just work it out for yourself, if you had any sense. Did you practice a lot?
Did you get together regularly to practice?
AB: Yeah, we had a regular band room right here, we had, we used to practice down on

Summers Street, right near Kanawha in the .. .in the KRP lodge room. And we practiced there.
And then, later on, we had a regular band room over on Garden Street, part of a house where, a
double house. We rented ... one of our clarinet players on one side, and we had the other side for

INTV: Now, what did you play for? You played for the KFP events and marching events.
What were some of the other engagements that you played? Did you get very much money
when you ... ?
AB: Oh, not very much money. We played mostly for the ... when they had campaigns, the

politicians would have speakings and all, we'd play, if somebody was running for governor,
they'd have a band meeting, see, and pay us fifteen or twenty or fifty dollars to make us play for
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them, see.
INTV: What about social dances and things like that? Did you play for many of those?
Did you have a jazz band? That's a different kind.

AB: No, we'd played an orchestra, made up of different band members. I played with band
member Huffman, Ed Huffman was head of. .. he was a violin player. And I played bass. And
one of the Crump boys, not Crump, but Miss Hardin's brother used to play ... play trombone,
Emmet Mason.
INTV: Elizabeth Galmore's .... ?

AB: Ms. Galmore's brother. And we had the drummer, [inaudible] .. .. beat the drums in the
orchestra. And .... and we had about, well, when we played [inaudible] ... we had a violin, coronet,
trombone, bass and the drums. We used to play quite a bit here and we used to play up at...up at
a place we called ... up at Cabin Creek, called [inaudible] .. .Hall, up above Cabin Creek. We'd
take about five or six of us would go up there and play. We got about $5 a piece, playing for
white people. We'd have to take the train up to Cabin Creek, the evening train, get off at Cabin
Creek and walk up the tracks about nearly a mile from the station.

AB: Yeah. Stay up there and play until about 2 or 3 o'clock.
INTV: Seems like I remember you telling me something about coming out of there real fast
one night.

You remember that? Or maybe that was Francis telling me about his

experiences.
INTV: We used to play until about 2 o'clock. And sometimes if the train didn't stop there, we'd

come back down to Cabin Creek and take the train back home.
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INTV: How long did it take the train to get here, then? How fast did the train go?
AB: Oh, about an hour.
INTV: To get to Cabin Creek? (AB: Uh-huh) Now, I understand the band used to travel
quite a bit, beyond Cabin Creek? Where was some of the other places?
AB: Well, we went with the lodge, mostly with the lodge. We went to [inaudible ] ... met up at

Fairmont, West Virginia one year. Then [inaudible] ... another time at Hinton. And then
the ... the .. the last supreme large I was at was in 19 and 07. It met in Louisville, Kentucky. We
had a large band there then. We had a band practically of 30 to 40 pieces. And we had a drum
corp of ten or twelve more pieces. That was all sponsored by Mr. S.W. Sparks. That was in
1907. And then the supreme, the states .. .let's see, did I go to Columbus? The supreme large met
at one time in St. Louis, Missouri, but I don't think we took the band .. .the whole band didn't go
over there to St. Louis. The longest meeting was in Louisville. That was in 1907, because Mr.
Sparks was there and the whole-, we had a large band over there. There was a drum corp over
there, 12 or 15 pieces.
INTV: What were some of the bands that you were a part of? You mentioned going to

........ _....

rinr-innof-i
............ "'

AB: That's when I was traveling.
INTV: Was that after you left. .. after you left Charleston, let this other band? Or was this
in addition?
AB: No, I just got away for the season. My brother, Ennis, was the baritone player. And he, I

was playing the trombone. And he, they wanted a trombone player. So he recommended me.
And I went down to Cincinnati, had to go there and rehearse for about a week before the show
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opened. And we had to go to Chicago, get ready for the opening of the show. Al Martin's Uncle
Tom's Cabin. And I. .. my brother, Ennis, he got me a job for [inaudible] ... band and I stayed with
them a whole season. It opened along the fall of the year and run until early spring, see. And we
showed, we had a large show. We had two big cars, sixty-five feet long. One car was, both were
for the whites. And the other car was mostly for the colored band players, all the colored people
that were with the show. And they [inaudible] ... part of the car that we occupied. And we
traveled all through the west. We opened up in Chicago and went west as far as Winnipeg,
Manitoba, and along down through Kansas and Indiana and Illinois and all the way back over as
far as New York and Boston. We had a large city show. We played the big cities. We played
probably a week or more in Chicago. And we, then we .... we uh ... went to [inaudible) .... showed
up, there wasn't any [inaudible ] ... in the South, you know. So they, we didn't go.... We played
in New York, two or three weeks over in Jersey City.
INTV: Do you remember any of the IJames of any of the entertainers who were part of the
show there? (AB: Oh, yeah) What were some of them?
AB: My best friend on the show, a fellow by the name of Albert Anderson. We called him Craig
4L\nderson .

INTV: Where was he from?
AB: He was a trumpet player, played the coronet. His home was Indianapolis, Indiana. I was out

to his house once after we closed the show. Then we had, he was one of the trumpet players. He
was the best. He and I always stuck together because we didn't gamble. Most of the boys
gambled. Soon as they got checks, got paid, they started.
INTV: Now, you had a little business deal on that, though. How did you .... ?
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AB: Well, I used to loan the boys money to gamble. We'd get ten or fifteen dollars a week or

something like that. As soon as they got that, they started..... [inaudible] ... he'd really ... he'd go
to shoot those craps [inaudible]..... as soon as they got paid. And they'd pay me what they owed
me and started to gambling. [inaudible] ... we had bunks back in paii of the car. They would go
out in there, in the sitting part of the car, we had a seat and started to gambling, shooting craps . .
Sometimes I'd go in there [inaudible] .... [laughter]
INTV: You tried to [inaudible)
AB : Yeah, yeah. [inaudible] cashier, he'd see that I got my money.
INTV: Well, what did you do for entertainment when you were on those trips? Did you
have friends, other friends? What about the young ladies in these various towns? Did you
get out in the towns very much?
AB: No, I didn't bother that much with the ladies. But there was always some place, in the

bigger cities, always something going Qn after the show. At nights they always wanted to go run
around to the clubs or some place. But I didn't go in much for that. I didn't drink or gamble. So
Albert Anderson, Craig Anderson, he was just like me. He and I were about the only two, Ennis,

went out, we had two shows. I had charge of the number two, the band on the number two show.
The selected me because they knew I didn't gamble and they could trust me. So they put me in
charge of the number two show. Well, we done all right. The number two show went good. But
we closed down, we closed down over in New York, Jersey City. Jumped from Jersey City to
Pittsburgh and we, the show, we closed in Pittsburgh. We had a hard time getting along.
INTV: Why did you close? (AB: Huh?) Why did the show close?
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AB: Well, it wasn't doing much business. And the other, that's the number two show. The

number one show didn't close. But they closed the number two show in Pittsburgh. And we had
a hard time ...... END OF SIDE 2 - TAPE 2
BEGIN SIDE 1 - TAPE 3 OF 6
AB: ... finally the water began to go down and we finally got out to Point Pleasant and stayed

around there for a day or two. Then we eventually got a boat from Point Pleasant to Huntington,
I believe it was. And we got the train from Huntington on back home.
INTV: High water's always been a problem for this area, then, hasn't it? (AB: Huh?) I
say, high water has apparently always been a problem in this area.
AB: Yeah, well, we were living right here on North Fern Street. Water came in our house.

Mother and them had gone up on the hill at my aunt's, up there where Millie and them lives now.
And water was up a day or two. We were stranded down there. We couldn't get home by train
or water ti! the water went down over the tracks.
INTV: Well, the appliance man told me today that I'll have to have a new washing machine
because that last water that we had in our basement up in Kanawha City ruined the motor.

AB: [inaudible]
INTV: But the point is, last summer, the Hunter family lost their three children with high

water and floods. And then we had the Buffalo Creek flooding. And water seems to be the
most natural casualty in our valley.
AB: Well, I've seen it all around here [inaudible] .... Capitol and Virginia Street.
INTV: Is that so?
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AB: Yeah, Cecil. And a girl had taught here from Chicago, she moved there, too. And
[inaudible] ....
INTV: Well, I guess she married you pretty soon after she came .... You were married
pretty soon after she came.
AB: Yeah. Yeah, we went. ....
INTV: _ _ _ ___ had gone to school at Ohio University. And Mr. Lacy, over in
Athens, Mr. Lacy, Fred Lacy, who taught at Institute, told me that he was a student there
while she was there. And he knew her. But it was a long time, for as long as we worked
together before he retired, that he realized that she was my mother. That was interesting.
AB: Who was that?
INTV: Mr. Lacy, who was head of the vocational industrial technology, they call it now,
department at State College. He was from down in .. .is it ... not [inaudible] .... what's that
other town close to Parkersburg across the river from Parkersburg in Ohio.
AB: Oh, I forgot now.
INTV: That's where he lived. And he was a student at Ohio University in Athens while my

class. He was someone that I remember when I was growing up here. He used to tell me
that my mother was his first grade teacher. Now, wasn't Mallory Brown in that class? I'm
trying to think of some of the other people from Charleston who were around here, who
were here at that time. And I know Mrs. Norman's mother used to tell me all the time,
Mrs. Stevenson, that she had in her possession the shoes that she wore to my mother's
wedding, when you and she were married.
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AB: Who was that?
INTV: Mrs. Stevenson. Norman and Thelma and Gregory's mother. She used to tell me
that she has the shoes that she wore to the wedding. So where did you marry? \Vere you
married here? Or in Gallipolis?
AB: Gallipolis.
INTV: All right now. What about your business activities at that time? Were you ....
AB: Got married in Gallipolis. And we left Gallipolis in my car, had a car.
INTV: Was that that Buick, the [inaudible] .....
AB: [inaudible] .... we had an aunt who lived in Harrisburg.
INTV: Not in Harrisburg. I had Aunt Louise, Aunt Lizzie in Chicago. And Aunt Louise
was in Birming-, Bimginton, New York.
AB: [inaudible] .... because I think we spent the night there. I don't think we stayed there but one

night. Because we went out the next day, we went up in the park. And I remember I, we took
some pictures up there of some old ornament there [inaudible].....

[pausing for thought]

I

don't know where it was anyhow. But there was a statue there or something. I snapped _ __

INTV: You've got the picture though. (AB: Huh?) You've got the picture. I think I've
seen the picture, too. Was that when you went to Atlantic city, also, Dad? Because I know
I've seen pictures of [inaudible] ... and Atlantic City.
AB: Yeah, we went to ... we stayed in Harrisburg overnight, maybe a day or something like that.
[inaudible]. .... aunt or she was some close relative of the family, I know. And we went to
Harrisburg .. .let's see....

We went to, we went from there, I think we went over to Lennox City.
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And then we went.. .. let's see .. .l know we took some pictures there ... [inaudible] .... Coney
Island ... [inaudible) .... bathing suit. And we saw Mrs. Norman, Ruth Norman and Lucy and
[inaudible] .... we had pictures of them there.
INTV: Well, we'll continue tomorrow.
AB: After I left you downstairs, I went up in my room and found the album with all those old

timers in it. And I stayed up there and I didn't [inaudible) ... until after 12 o'clock.
INTV: Well, I was in bed. I went up at 11 when the news went off last night. But it is
interesting to see the album. There's Mr. and Mrs. Pyles, Ruth Norman, uh, Mr. W.W.
Saunders, the ... so many of your old friends who are still around. So, what are you going to
talk about this evening, Dad?
AB: Well, let's see, I don't know.
INTV: You haven't talked about Mr. Kimbro. [Mr. Brown yawning]
AB: Excuse me. Well, ifI talk about him, 1"11 have to stop talking about the property ... don't take

this. [inaudible) .... letter that fellow wrote to Granny Ferguson. I want to mention Granny, too,
some place along the line there, see. [inaudible] .... And he wrote this fellow and told him he

and demand a $10,000 for an option. But I wasn't anxious to sell. So we dropped the matter.
But after Ferguson and I bought the property, I haven't mentioned that, have I?
INTV: No, you haven't talked about that at all.
AB: [inaudible]

INTV: We talked about it one night, but we don't have it on tape. You haven't mentioned
that at all. You've been talking about your family and your childhood. You haven't gotten
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into the business.
AB: I want to take time and ....

INTV: Think it through? Okay, weil, we'll get it organized.
AB: [inaudible ]. ... at all to go, see.

INTV: When you and Mr. Ferguson bought the property?
AB: So Ferguson and I bought that comer down there. And he said he would build a hotel and a

restaurant. And I said, "Well, I'll build some business rooms." Place for a restaurant, a hot dog
stand, drug store, uh ....

INTV: Barber shop, cleaning and pressing ....
AB: Barber shop, cleaning and pressing.

INTV: Pool room?
AB: No, Ferguson had the pool room in his place. I didn't have a pool room in my place at that

particular time. But later on I did. I did put a pool room .... [gentleman talking in
background]. ... oh, yeah. He was there with me for. ..I'm going to mention him. And after I,
Ferguson built the hotel, he had a barber shop, a restaurant, a pool room, and a sleeping rooms

the name of Pappas, and a drugstore, was operated by a Dr. Dickinson and [inaudible]. .. at a later
date. And I had a shoe repairing shop, cleaning and pressing shop, and a taxi stand, office.

INTV: What about the printing press?
AB: Printing shop.

INTV: You said Dickinson and Sullivan. You meant to say Mitchell and Sullivan, didn't
you? For the drug store?
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AB: Yes, indeed. Capitol and Virginia Streets. Oh, it's a low section in here all around

Donnally and Court Street. That's where it first began to come into the city, back up from the
river, through those sewers there. All up here in Capitol... .. [end of conversation]
..... your mother while she was teaching here in the Charleston schools. And uh .....
INTV: Where did you meet her? Here or down at Gallipolis?
AB: No, I met her after .. .I met her here. Let's see, how we first met.
INTV: I thought you went to Gallipolis. Gallipolis is always known for its pretty girls.
AB: Oh, we went down there often. Yeah, we went to Gallipolis even before I met your mother.

There was a girl down there by the name of Lola Wilson. I was playing in the band down here.
We used to go down to Gallipolis. We got carried away with the girls down there one time. We
missed the train. They used to have Sunday excursions to Gallipolis. And the band used to go
down to play for the railroads. And we'd go down to Gallipolis and they always had a nice park
there and a nice bandstand. So we were always glad to go. Lots of girls there, too. And so we
uh .... we would go up to ... .I didn't leave [inaudible]. .. .when we used to play in the band down
there, I met her after she began to teach. And she and a little girl....[inaudible-fading
nnt] ..

I'd bring [inaudible] ... back with me. And they roomed over there in the Stark House, I think.
She and Cecil, what was that other girl....? Cecil .....
INTV: I remember but I can't think of her last name. I remember pictures; I've seen
pictures.
AB: Yeah. There was a girl from Chicago.
INTV: Cecil Miller?
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AB: Mmrn-hmm. Yeah. And ....

INTV: Did Mr. Ferguson build the theater at the same time that he built the .... ?
AB: Yeah.

INTV: Did Walter Halihan, was he involved in that in any way?
AB: No. No, he ... he was ... he got Ferguson a job, a state job, which paid him pretty good money.

He was head of the ... what is that? [speaking to another person in the background]
INTV: The Negro Welfare?
AB: Yeah, Ferguson, through Senator Walter Halihan, Captain Ferguson was appointed head of

the Negro Welfare Bureau. [another person speaking in background] Did I mention that I had a
number of office and sleeping rooms upstairs?
INTV: Mmrn-hmm.
AB: My building.

INTV: Do you remember when the building was completed, Dad? Did you and Cap
Ferguson complete both of your buildings at the same time?
AB: Just about, yes.
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difficulty renting the business rooms or... ?
AB: No, we didn't have any trouble renting. We, we were equipped. If the tenant wasn't able,

Capt'n and I helped them, to equip them.
INTV: Now, his family lived there for a long time, didn't they, at the hotel? Jack Ferguson.
AB: Well, they lived there awhile.

INTV: They lived there a long time. Well, through our high school days they were living
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there.
AB: Yeah, they lived on the third floor of the hotel.

INTV: And they built a great long ranch house down in [inaudible] .... about where the
Ferguson family lives now.
AB: Yeah. After Ferguson sold out, well, he had a fire and his hotel was partially destroyed by

fire . And later on, he sold to the [inaudible ]. ... Hotel, and built him a home down at the subdivision that he and several, Lonesome and several other fellows had developed and built. He
had a nice home, called Pinewood Park. It's located near West Virginia State College on the hill.
While I'm talking now about Mr. Ferguson, I would like to mention the fact that he is now very,
very sick. He's in the hospital. (INTV: Oh, is he? I didn't know that) He's in very, very serious
condition, unable to help himself or even walk now.
[other person in room asking Mr. Anderson a question]
AB: What about it? [the bank] Oh, yeah. Yeah, he owed the bank [inaudible]..... And these

Heart of Town Hotel people were anxious to get the property after it was partially destroyed by
fire. And they .... they bought the Ferguson .. .! wouldn't say how much, because I wasn't for sure.

they bought it.
[other person in room asking further questions of Mr. Anderson]

??: What did you tell the bankers when they came to you?
AB: Well, after they bought Ferguson out, they were buying me out. Well, I told them, I said, 'If

you get mine, you're going to pay me my price, see. You got Ferguson for practically nothing,
but you if you get mine, you're going to pay ... pay me my price, what I'm asking for it." And so,
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they made, "You make me an offer, I'll consider it." They first made me an offer of $80,000. I
said, "No, nothing doing. I'm not interested." And I said, "Now, listen, let me tell you, you got
Ferguson's for practically nothing. But if you get mine, you're going to pay me my price for
mine. Not your price, but my price." So they went on away from $80,000 up to $90,000-, or a
$190,000. And I refused that. Then I said, "No, if you want my property, you're going to have
to pay me $210,000." Well, they hesitated, hum-hawed. Finally they offered me $200,000. So I
said, "Well, I'll talk it over with my son and my daughter." Then I said, "Well, I think that's
their top price. I don't think they want it bad, but I don't think they want to go over $200,000
right at this time. And I'm not very well and I'd like to get my business straightened up while
I'm in good mind and fairly good health." So I agreed to sell 'em for $200,000, cash.
INTV: After what came out in the paper today, I guess you're glad you got cash.
AB: Yeah.

[others talking in background)
AB: So .. .. they agreed to pay me $200,000, which they did. And I just went, I just went a few

hundred feet on the same street and put me up a fire -proof business building, cost me in the

neiahborhood of $150 . 000. '.vhich I am no'.v occur,vin~ as
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lawyer, his office, and two barber shops, a restaurant and a doctor's office and up on the second
floor I have offices filled up there. I have a government set up there, called the PAD. I have a
dentist, Dr. Baskerville, dentist, and my son's law office, and uh, another lawyer up there by the
name of...
INTV: Booker Stephens.
AB: Booker Stephens. And ....
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INTV: That's it.
AB: Yeah, I guess that's about all. About all my rooms on the second floor are occupied
iNTV: And you might mention that while the downstairs rear corner room was not
occupied, they used it in connection with the ... they used it in connection with the garbage
workers strike last year, and during the Prince Hunter family tragedy when three children
were drowned last summer, they used that for offices.

AB: And I had a barber shop there. I had two barber shops in that building. One operated by Mr.
David Scott, who had been renting from me for more than thirty years.
INTV: And also was associated with you in real estate.
AB: And he's also a real estate salesman for me.
INTV: Dr. Nelson.
AB: Another young man had a barber shop there by the name of ....
INTV: Crawford.
AB: What's his first name?
INTV: I don't know, but everybody calls him Kelly.

INTV: Dr. Nelson. Dr. Nelson.

AB: Yeah, well, I mentioned Dr. Nelson. He's on the first, on the ground floor.
INTV: Beside your office.
AB: Mmm-hmm. We have only four rooms being occupied on the ground floor, facing

Shrewsbury Street. I have a restaurant, nice restaurant. And Mr. David Scott, he had been
renting from me for more than thirty years. He was in the old building. And uh, we have a
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restaurant there now being occupied by a lady by the name of (INTV: Millie Watkins)
Millie .. .Brockman. (INTV: Watkins) Watson, yeah, Millie Watson.
INTV: You might mention who the people were who built your building, Dad. I remember

going up on a crane. That was the day I [inaudible] ... my business.
AB: Yes. I might mention also that my building was built by, the [inaudible] .... work was all

done by coloreds. The contractor or the mason, his name was James Bumpus.
INTV: Now, what about the electrical...I mean, the carpentry work....
AB: The carpentry work was done by a colored man by the name of (INTV: Gentry) Gentry

Thompson.
INTV: And your air conditioning, heating and cooling ....
AB: The air, the building is completely air conditioned, all electric, was done by a colored man

by the name of
INTV: James Nilan.
AB: James Nilan.
INTV: And your plumbing ....

INTV: What about your electrical work, Dad?
AB : Electrical work was done by a white contracting and son by the name of Garrett. What was

his first name?
INTV: I can't remember, but he always asked about you. Well, let's see. That's just about
takes care of it. The building was completed in 1971, wasn't it? I remember it was in your
915 1 year that the building was completed. So that would make it back in '71.
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AB: I don't recall.
INTV: Yes, it was. And your name was on the front. It was located right beside the First

....... L,...Irnrc I1.
BapllSl

AB: This building is located on, joined the First Baptist Church. And the size of our lot that the
building was on is 80 feet front, 150 feet deep, to an alley.
INTV: What have you just recently removed on the rear of that lot? You had a storage
room back there.
AB: I had a storage room. I removed the storage room in order to make space for more parking
space. I am now able to park eighteen to twenty cars on the property.
INTV: All right. Now, so with the Heart of Town [hotel) utilizing all the space purchased
from Mr. Ferguson, plus the rest of that block that would go from the alley over to Broad
Street. Now they have built their addition, which would include your former property,
back to your new building, so that the Heart of Town has the entire block and First Baptist
Church and your office occupies the remaining space, that's located in prime property
right in deed, in the Heart of Town.

AB: That's right.
INTV: Well, that's fine. We'll finish another time. [tape off/on]
AB: This building is free of all debts and encumbrances. And I am turning it over in trust, after
giving my son, lawyer Wardell Brown, free office space, and my daughter, Della Brown Taylor,
who is a real estate broker, also, free room, free rent, as long as they wish to continue to occupy
the quarters.
INTV: Who holds the trust, Dad?
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AB: The Charleston National Bank will have complete charge of handling the _ _ _ __

at

least for twenty years.

INTV: This is the 12 th of January, 1974. And we're going to resume taping today by
listening to some of Dad's reminisces concerning attorney C.E. Kimbro, who shared an
office with him for a long, long time. All right, Dad, when did you and Mr. Kimbro decide
to sort of go into business together? How did your association come about? How long have
you known him and where was he from and so on?
AB: [pausing for thought] I must give credit to attorney C.E. Kimbro, who was associated with

me in my office for a number of years. He had the reputation of being one of the most able land
title abstractors of any lawyer in the city. He helped ine quite a bit in many ways by advising me
when purchasing property.

INTV: Can you remember some of the transactions that you and he were engaged in, Dad?
AB: Attorney Kimbro and I had many real estate deals together. He and I purchased a tract of

land adjoining the West Virginia State College that was owned by Howard Harper and his
brothers.

.
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AB: No, the Harpers, Howard Harper was well-known. He was an attorney, and was at one time

appointed to a federal job in Washington.

INTV: \Vhy were they anxious to sell the property?
AB: The property was owned by Mr. Harper and his brothers and sisters. And they wanted to
divide it up.

INTV: Do you remember how much you and Mr. Kimbro paid for it?
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AB: We, it had already been laid off in, as a sub-division, it was called the Harper Addition, at

Institute. Mr. Kimbro and I bought this land. I don't just remember what we paid for it. But we
sold off quite a few lots and made some improvements on the property. And later, we sold the
balance of our holdings to ... .let's see ... [pausing for thought]. ...

INTV: Was it someone connected to the college?
AB: No, no, it was sold to the airport.

INTV: Oh, the airport land down there? Where the airport was before Carbide took the
property. (AB: Mmm-hmm) Why didn't the college think about buying any of that land?
AB: Well, they just didn't have foresight enough. But however, what did I say last?

INTV: You said that you sold it to, you sold some of it to the airport, the people who were
going to build an airport. The city, whoever. Who ... to whom did the airport belong? Was
it state, federal, or what... ?
AB: No, it was ....

INTV: Wasn't privately owned?
AB: It was private, when it was first organized, it was a private site. Which was, which was later

taken over by the chemical plant. All the land west of the state college property was taken over
by the chemical plant.

INTV: Now, Mr. Kimbro and you then were, you sold most of that, you hadn't had any of
that property for a long time, had you?
AB: No, we sold all our holdings there.

INTV: Now, what other transactions do the two of you recall? Where...where had he gone
to school, Dad? How did he happen to set up an office with you?
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END OF SIDE 1 TAPE 3 OF 6 - BEGIN SIDE 2
INTV: Was he from Charleston? I know that certainly his wife's family are all
Charlestonian 's.
AB: Lawyer Kimbro ... he finished his early training at West Virginia State. And he took his law
course at Howard University in Washington.

had a law office and he practiced mostly from his home.

INTV: Mrs. Kimbro is still alive and I think remarkably active. Mrs. Kimbro, I see her
frequently. And of course, Mary died last year, just about a year ago. All right. So, when
he finished law school, he came back to Charleston and ....

AB: Yes, established a law partner, it was known as Kimbro and Chapell, another colored
attorney.

INTV: Was he related to any of the Chappell's around here now?
AB: No, I don't think so.
INTV: I never heard of him before.

AB: Yeah, Chappell. But he died early, if I'm not mistaken.
INTV: I see. So then he went into your office ....
AB: Not right at that particular time. He had his own office.
INTV: Where was it located? Do you remember?
AB: Yes. He had a law office and he practiced mostly from his home. After then, one time he
had an office on Capitol Street, near the corner of Capitol and Virginia Street.
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INTV: When did he come up with you?
AB: I don't remember the exact year. But he was associated with me for several years.

INTV: Until his death, wasn't he? I remember him. I remember Mr. Kimbro as a little
girl. I can see him with a cigar. Didn't he smoke a cigar a lot?
AB: Mmm-hmm.
INTV: I can remember a man with a cigar, for some reason.

AB: My mother, Mrs. Margaret Brown, although she was born a slave, she never, she never
learned to read or write.
INTV: Take your pen out Dad. You'll distract your tape.

AB: But there's one thing I do remember. She was very religious in a way. Because she taught
all the children to pray, to say one of her prayers, which goes like this: "Now I lay me down to
sleep, I pray to the Lord my soul to keep. If I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul
to take." Now, she saw that we kids repeated that prayer before we got in bed. Because ifwe
didn't, she'd say, "Did you say your prayers? Well, if you didn't, get right up there and say your
prayers." And she added to the prayers, God bless Mother and Father.
INTV: You and Mr. Kimbro went to Gallipolis a lot, because you took me down a lot.
Now, I remember your telling an incident about some butter and some oleo. Tell, recall
that, if you will, Dad.

AB: Yes. On one occasion, I don't know whether that was after we were married .. .! think it was.
INTV: Yes, because I was with you.

AB: Yeah. We used to ... we used to spend quite a few Sunday's in Gallipolis, Ohio, the home of
my wife's parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Casey. On .. .1 remember one Sunday ....
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INTV: Was that a Mr. Kimbro or Mr. Payne incident?
AB: No, Kimbro. I remember one Sunday we drove down to Gallipolis, my wife and I, to visit

her parents. And we took lawyer Kimbro with us. And Mrs. Casey was an excellent cook. And
she had a big dinner for us that Sunday afternoon. Oh, a nice big hot, homemade rolls. And
chicken and all the fixings that went with it. And I remember [saying with a chuckle] ... Mr.
Kimbro was very fond of hot rolls. And he was eating, enjoying those rolls and had 'em all
buttered up. And he said, he was so pleased with the rolls and the butter. He said, "This
certainly is good country butter, Mrs. Casey." And I spoke up and said, "Yes, it certainly is."
And Mrs. Casey said, "Well, Mr. Brown, Mr. Kimbro, that's not country butter, that's oleo!"
[laughing] Mr. Kimbro never got through teasing me about me not being able to tell country
butter from oleo. He always, every time he went to Gallipolis, he had to bring that up about him
calling oleo country butter.

[tape off/on]

INTV: You haven't said much about your association with the First Baptist Church, Dad.
You, this year you were named chairman emeritus of the trustee board. And Mr. Elijah
Edwards is now serving as chairman of the trustee board. Do you remember how many
years you served as chairman of the trustee board? I know they presented you with a
plaque last year, having been a member of the First Baptist Church, having served safely
for more than fifty years. How many years was on that plaque? Was it seventy? I'll have
to read it again. I think it was seventy years. Whatever, we'll ...1'11 get that information
from the plaque that's hanging in your office now. It's a beautiful plaque with a cross
projected from the surface of it. But when were you baptized? And who was baptized with
you and where? Do you remember any incidents surrounding that?
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AB: Yes, I was baptized under the pastorate of Reverend G.D. Howard. And the Sunday, on a
Sunday morning, after service, it was the month of January. (INTV: It was cold) We, after the
[inaudible]. ... ofboys that Mrs. Matilda Parker was our teacher. And a number of the boys that
were baptized that I can remember was George Howard, Lafayette Scott ....
INTV: Any of those people have relatives ... ..
AB: Wait a minute ... [pausing for thought] .. ..
INTV: .... that you remember here now?
AB: I'm trying to think who .... did I mention Charles Bullard?
INTV: No. Charles Bullard, that was related to Miss Emma Bullard, his sister. [staticinaudible]
[tape fading]
AB: .... about a hundred of our members. And among that bunch was the woman that taught

me in Sunday School, Mrs. Matilda Parker. And I said to Ms. Parker, when I found that she was
going to leave the church, I said, "Miss Parker, years ago when I was a boy, twelve or thirteen
years of age, you taught a bunch ofus boys in your Sunday School class, including Charlie Ward,
Charlie Wade, Lafayette Scott, and I can't think of all the boys that you taught." Said, "Now,
you're going to leave the church that you were brought up in and taught Sunday School in for
years to follow this man, Reverend Wells." She said, "Well, yes, Anderson, I just don't like the
way Mr. _ _ _ __ is doing." I said, "Regardless of that, I don't think you should leave this
church that you were brought up in and taught Sunday School in for years." Well, any how, she
left.
INTV: What was she unhappy about with Mr. _ _ _ _ ?
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AB: I don't know. She just had some quarrel with Mr. _ __
INTV: And that's now Liberty Church, located on Lewis Street, on the fourteen hundred
block of Lewis Street. And I think a Reverend Tatem, if I'm not mistaken, is the name of
the pastor there.
AB: I don't know. But that's when Wells took a hundred some members ....
INTV: I remember Reverend Wells. He had a nice son named Charles. He had several
daughters, too. [garbled tape-remainder of side 2 blank]
BEGIN SIDE 1 -TAPE 4
[voices very muffled on introduction]
INTV: What we have here is four gallons of wine that Granddad made some time ago.
We're tasting it. [inaudible] ... grape and what's the other one? (AB: Peach) Grape and
peach. One has been eliminated; it's turned to vinegar. But the other one here is
[inaudible]....

What do you think about them, Bart? How do they really taste, as a

connoisseur
[reply inaudible-distant and muffled]
INTV: Dad, tell us how you made that wine. How do you make wine? You said you don't
need a recipe. But we'd like to know what it is [inaudible] ... how do you really make it?

AB: [inaudible]. .. gonna make grapes, you're gonna mash 'em up, see, take them off the stem.
And with your hands mash 'em up. And you'll put 'em in ajar; I usually use a stone jar. (INTV:

Crock) uh-huh. And uh, pour some water, about a gallon or two gallons of water and let it
ferment for oh, ten or fifteen days. Then you squeeze [inaudible] ... and add your sugar.
[inaudible] ... not turn sour on you, but let it ferment. After it's fermented for several days, you
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clean the top off, and taste it and see if it's not turning sour, then you add a little more sugar, let it
stand for several days [inaudible].... But you can't cork it up too soon. When I was in Boston I
lost a whole five gallon drum of mine.
INTV: How'd that happen?

AB: Well, we were living down on 660 Brookline Street. I was working down at the market.
And we had it up there and [inaudible]. .. cap on it too tight, see. And [inaudible]. ...
INTV: Five gallons?
AB: Yes. Big glass bottle.
INTV: [inaudible]
AB: [clears throat] And I had it downstairs, and we were upstairs. I uh, smelled

[inaudible] .... [laughter] ... busted open [inaudible] ....
INTV: You were worried about the wine....

AB: We were living at 660 Brookline Street.
[third voice inaudible]
INTV: [inaudible] ... from the time you put it in to ferment the first time. What's the
minimum time?
AB: About thirty days, I imagine. [inaudible] cool, in there about 30 days.
INTV: [inaudible] ...washed them and [inaudible] ... ?
AB: No [inaudible] ... depends on the quantity of grapes you have, see. If you have a gallon, why,

one gallon of [inaudible]. .. two gallons of wine or more.
INTV: [inaudible] ... one of two ratio, one of grapes and two of water?
AB: Yeah, something like that. Yeah, that's just about right. [inaudible] ... stops fermenting.
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INTV: But each time you do something to it, you strain it. That makes it clear?
AB: Well, [inaudible] .....
INTV: I can remember as a child, [inaudible]... ! really can.
AB: [inaudible]
INTV: [inaudible]
AB: Now, while we're taking here, you want to talk a little bit about that home brew? Because I

can remember more things happening down in that basement besides root beer.
AB: Yeah, we used to make home brew. There's a big old jars down there now! [laughing]
INTV: How'd you do that, Dad?
AB: Oh, [inaudible]. ..! didn't make very much of it. [inaudible] ..... coming out there, six, seven

years old. He never drank it.
INTV: [inaudible] ... remember those Thanksgiving dinners, they used to come looking for
it. Well, Dad, what about that blackberry cordial? I can remember when I got sick to my
stomach, somebody always came up with some blackberry cordial? Did you make that,
too? (AB: Blackberry wine, yeah) Did you make that [inaudible] .....
INTV: [inaudible] .....
AB: [inaudible] ....
INTV: I can remember that you always had it around, though. Any time I got sick at the
stomach, you'd come up with some, a little bit of blackberry cordial.
AB: [inaudible] ... about sixteen. [inaudible] ... grocery store, old man _ _ _ _ grocery
store. I got a lot of grape, I mean, blackberry wine, I made wine, blackberry wine. And
we'd open it on Christmas eve and have ourselves a little celebration. [laughing]
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INTV: How old were you, Dad?

AB: I was about fifteen or sixteen.
INTV: Isn't that something.
AB: [inaudible]. .. .! got this wine out. We always drank some of this wine. And then we

[inaudible]. ... room and drank .. .lived there ... [inaudible]. .. on Christmas eve. Then we all went
downtown. In those days [inaudible]. ... we went in the saloon and ordered up beer and mixed it
with that wine. And boy, talk about sick! [laughing] I've never been so sick in my life.
[inaudible]. ... "no, we'll take you home." [laughing] So they left me there. [inaudible] ... about 7 or
7:30 that night. I got up and washed my face. And I was still feeling light-headed. [laughter]
[inaudible]. ... I was up there at church, and when they called my name to go up and get my
present, I couldn't walk up there! [more laughter] [inaudible]. .. got my present and come on back.
And I was feeling pretty good then. And my sister, Ruth, [inaudible]. .. that was a girlfriend of
hers. Finally, I went on home them. Come next morning I was still sick as a dog. [laughing]
INTV: Did your mother ever find out about it?
AB: No. It was a long time before I could go past the saloon and look in the window and see that

whiskey, made me sick! [laughter] It cured me. Yessiree. I never had any more use for whiskey.
I'd get sick just going and looking in the window. [inaudible]. ... made me sick to even look at it.

??: Were there very many saloons back in those days?
AB: Oh, yeah, all along, right on Capitol Street [inaudible]. .. Shoe Store, there was one there.

And on a little further down the street, right across from the ... the uh, ten cents store, there was
one on that, on the left hand side going down the street. Two right along there. And along the
comer of Virginia and Summers Streets, there was one there. And [inaudible] .... on the comer of
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Summers and [inaudible] .... Street.
INTV: [inaudible-voices overlapping]
AB: [inaudible]. .. on the corner of [inaudible]. .... that big like brick house.

??: [inaudible-muffled]
AB: Yeah, there was a hotel right there. Yeah. Then in later days [inaudible]. .. they had one on

Summers, between Virginia and Kanawha Streets. Kind of like a business section in there.
[inaudible]

??: [inaudible-muffled] .. .black and white business?
AB: Mostly Negroes. [inaudible] ...

INTV: What did they do? (AB: Huh?) What were their reaction?
AB: Well, there wasn't much you could do. [three voices overlapping]

INTV: [inaudible]
AB: [inaudible]. .. but then there was another place on Kanawha Street between Capitol and

Summers Street [inaudible] .... cheese.
INTV: Real Limburger?
AB: We used to go down there [inaudible]. .. [chuckling]. .. cheese. [inaudible]. .. most of the
time. We used to get up Sunday morning, go down on Capitol Street oh, about 8 o'clock
[inaudible]. .. and go on back home, go to Sunday School. We had to be at Sunday School about
nine thirty, 10 o'clock. Miss Parker [inaudible] ... she was our Sunday School teacher. _ __
Parker. [inaudible] ... bunch before that, Brown, George Hardin and [inaudible] ... boys there.
And when they had that big church [inaudible]. . .left that church and went up to Liberty, on the
corner of Court and Summers Street, [inaudible] ...
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??: [inaudible]
AB: [inaudible] [talking about church locations] Do you remember that?
INTV: Mmm-hmm, because we lived [inaudible]
AB: [inaudible]. .. Mr. Parker, are you gonna leave our church? Said you've taught me in
Sunday and now you're gonna follow them up there. He said, "Yes, Anderson, [inaudible] .. .I
don't like the way he [inaudible]. ... back up in Boston now, and had a meat market there on the
comer of Brown Valley and Cook Street. So they had to have $3,000 to buy some second hand
[inaudible]. .. so Mr. Parker and I, we both [inaudible] .... that church. Reverend _ _ _ _ _ 1s
there now. [inaudible] Jones, Dr. Jones [inaudible]. .. .I forget the other boys name.

INTV: [inaudible]
AB: Jones, he finally left here. [inaudible] ... Dr. Jones. And uh, [inaudible]. .. morphine and
cocaine in the arm.

INTV: I didn't know drugs had been a problem that long. (AB: Huh?) I didn't know
drugs had been a problem that long.
AB: Oh, yeah. And years ago, [inaudible]. .. cocaine. Dope [inaudible] line up there to get that
stuff.

INTV: [inaudible]
AB: That was [inaudible].... He died. He died out in California. That. .. had two boys.
[inaudible]. . .I had a meat market across the street from him at the time. [inaudible]

INTV: [inaudible]
AB: Yeah. And [inaudible]. .. dope. He said, "Well, I made my mind up I'm gonna make some
money ifl have to go to prison." I guess he went to prison, too. They put [inaudible] ... arrested
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him [inaudible]. . .I know he got two years down in Atlanta. [inaudible] ... So he, he left here and
went out to California. I don't know [inaudible] ... but his wife was a big, fat black woman. She
[inaudible]. . .his wife was a, was a niece of [inaudible]. .. wife.

??: [inaudible]
INTV: You know they got the new education building up, it's almost finished down at State
College now. [inaudible] .... And they moved his house back this direction at the edge of
that lot.

AB: [inaudible]. .. athletic field, there was a little old cottage there.
INTV: That little green house?
AB: Uh-huh. [inaudible] ... he lived there awhile. And uh ... [inaudible] ... hill, where Joyce lives

now. [inaudible]. .. 1918, right after World War I. And I built that house and then I rented the
cottage. And finally I sold it to _ _ _ _ _ Matthews. I first sold it to [inaudible] ... on
Washington Street [inaudible]. .. on the corner of Bradford and Washington. It was a big old
frame house. I sold, let's see, I sold that to, I first sold it to [inaudible]. .. he married a woman
who had boys that was always in trouble, Homer Roberts. You might have known Homer
Roberts. And I forget the other boys name. But they were always in trouble, see. And uh, I
[inaudible]. .. did I sell? Yeah, I sold it to Miss _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ __ I bought it from

[inaudible]. .. before the company foreclosed on it. And 1. .. 1 uh, I bought it from her and gave
her ... she owed $6000 on it. The company was going to foreclose on it. And so, I traded her that
little cottage down there at Institute and I owned all those lots, I had four out there, see. And I
gave her that house and [inaudible] ... and a cow! [laughter] [voices overlapping] I had four or
five cows down there. [inaudible] ... [background noise-possibly from plane passing over]
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All right. He moved down there and was getting along fine. The boys were in trouble
[inaudible] .... And finally, [inaudible]. .. anyway, she lost the place, see. And uh, the second
Matthews boy, they bought it. And I sold a place up there, I sold it to the [inaudible] ...

?? : [inaudible]
AB: Oh, he was [inaudible] ... he finished down at the [inaudible] ... He was a big bright
fellow. I sold it to them for $21,000. And they paid, I don't know how much they paid down on
it. And ... and uh .. .l think I [inaudible] ... had it rented to one of the [inaudible].... It was a big
old house. Finally, after I sold it [inaudible].... And I think I sold my [inaudible]. ... And I
sold the note to [inaudible]. ... president of the National. ..
INTV: Bank of Commerce?

AB:No ....
INTV: Kanawha Bank and Trust?
AB: No, it's not in existence now.

??: People's Bank.
AB: Yeah.
INTV: How do you know about it? [referring to third person]

AB: [inaudible] ... was president of the bank. I used to [inaudible]. .. quite a bit, you know.
[inaudible]...

He said, "Anderson, let me tell you," said [inaudible]. .. when you sell a piece of

property, [inaudible] ... Uncle Lou!" [laughter] So I sold Uncle Lou the note [inaudible] .....
They took over and they'd had it for quite a while. And finally, they got behind their payment.
[inaudible] .... so finally, they lost it. [inaudible]... . What was his name? I can't remember his
name. But anyhow, he wanted the home and he bought it, see. And [inaudible] ... and him and I
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couldn't get together on it. So he sold it to [inaudible]. .. [voices overlapping]
INTV: You know they tore it down just this past year.
AB: Yeah, uh-huh.

INTV: I remember [inaudible] ... you remember that?

??: [inaudible]
AB: [inaudible]
INTV: [inaudible]. That's fascinating, very fascinating.
[laughter-muffled conversation]
AB: ... selling and buying stuff, mostly selling. And uh, I [inaudible] ... Dunbar. There was

three tracts of land down there ... [tape off/on] ...
INTV: [inaudible] .... he died here last year? That's the father, Mr. Bloomberg, he died in
1969? (AB: '68) Sixty-eight. Has it been that long? [inaudible] ... asked Dad to tell us a little
bit about that. Continue that discussion about you and [inaudible] . . .and Bloomberg.
AB: Well, [inaudible] ... and uh, we entered into an agreement that I [inaudible] ... money and we
would sell it and divide the property. Well, one of these owners lived in Huntington. I contacted
her and got an option to purchase hers. Her name was Nina ...Nina Byrd. And uh, one of the
other owners lived in Bluefield. I contacted them, got an [inaudible] .... to purchase their three
acres. And uh, [inaudible]. .. .I can't think of the name of the owner of the other tract. It was
approximately nine acres all together. And uh, Mrs. Jackson, at the time, she was living in
Huntington. And uh, something told me I better get a written agreement with Mr. Bloomburg.
And he kept [inaudible]. .. so finally, he and I went to Huntington to see the Mrs. Jackson, down at
Huntington, that owned one of the tracts. And I said, "Listen, before we sign up, before we take
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this in to [inaudible]. .. we're gonna have an agreement." So we went to ... went to a lawyer's
office in Huntington, name of the lawyer was [inaudible] ... and had them to write up an
agreement that, between Bloomburg and myself. All right, we went up and told Mrs. Jackson
and got her [inaudible] .... And of course, [inaudible] ... the other two tracts. [inaudible]. .. was
nine all together. Now, [inaudible] ... put up the money for this land. And I was
[inaudible] ... purchase price that we would divide it with a profit, see. Well, I had a
[inaudible] ... $4000, see. [inaudible] ... sell it for $8000. Well, [inaudible]. .. wouldn't agree to
sell. And [inaudible] ... $10,000. [inaudible] ... a few days later [inaudible] ..... [laughter] the bottom
dropped out! [rest of this tape inaudible-very muffled]
BEGIN SIDE 2 -TAPE 4
AB: ... Machine Company, see. [inaudible-very muffled] (side 2 too muffled to understand]
INTV: It was worth a thousand dollars at the time to have [inaudible] .... everybody.
AB: [inaudible] .... interested in it now.
INTV: [inaudible].
AB: Huh?
INTV: I said with that 64 [Interstate] gettin' finished up down there....
AB: Yeah. We had lots of fun [inaudible] ... transactions. Good and bad. I only [inaudible] two
pieces of property during The Depression, see. I sacrificed and saved some coins, see.
[inaudible ]] ... .I lost that during The Depression. I had a cinder block full, [inaudible] ... on it at
1009 Young Street and another place I had up there on [inaudible] ... that I built a cinder block
building. I [inaudible] ... more valuable property. But I, my best friend, though, duringTh
Depression, was [inaudible].... He was president of Charleston National Bank. I owed that bank
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probably 70-, 80,000 dollars since 1925 up until 1929 or '30. Then when The Depression came
along, people couldn't rent, couldn't sell anything. [chuckling] Banks were foreclosing.
[inaudible]. .. banks in the city. They found the federal government was [inaudible]. .. declared a
moratorium on foreclosures. 1..1 had a time with that, [inaudible]. ... Street. I had a
[inaudible] ... and uh, I uh, I couldn't collect any rent. People couldn't pay any rent. So I, I went
to the Charleston National Bank to see the president. I said, "Now," and at that time, I had a guy
down there that had a $10,000 [inaudible] against me. And I had to do a lot of manipulating to
get, keep them from [inaudible] my rent. So I went to Charleston National Bank,
[inaudible] ... see, he was president. [inaudible] ... bank took over all my [inaudible]. ... "I can't
collect any rent, and I can't pay the interest on the money I owe the bank." I said, "I'll just tum it
over to you, let you handle it." He said, "No, Anderson," he says, "I'm going to stick with you.
You ... you do the best you can with it, and I'm gonna stick with you." I said, "All right, I
appreciate it." So uh, a little later on, the president declared a moratorium on foreclosures, to
stop the banks and loan companies from foreclosing on people, you know. And [clears
throat] ... and things began to open up a little later on, began to sell a little stuff. So I had to pick
up [inaudible] ... right across from the Charleston High School, over on Washington Street.
INTV: That big white house? With a great big porch on it?
AB: Yeah, 1212 Washington Street. I had that and uh, I had a woman that wanted to buy it.

[someone talking to Mr. Brown in the background]

rubber band on that.

INTV: Across the street. [inaudible] ... big house. Beside where they used to have a
restaurant there [inaudible] .. . big brick house right beside where they used to have
[inaudible] Hamburger spot.
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AB: Where's that?
INTV: Where that house is. None on the same side of the highway .... (AB: No, it's right
across the street, right across the street)
AB: So, when [inaudible] .... $14,000. So I said, "All right." I was asking 18 [thousand] for it. I
said, "Florenstine," I said, "I've got a better buy on 1212 Washington Street." "What can you get
for that?" "I can get $14,000 for it. She said, "Do you want to sell it?" I said, "Yeah,}
[inaudible]. So I sold it to her and she said, "Well, it'll be a few days before I get the notes back
here, because [inaudible]. .. federal bank down at Richmond. And the federal government let the
bank have money on my note and on other people's notes. They had what they called frozen
stock. They couldn't collect on it at that time. And I so I sold that and got $14,000 and applied
that right on my ... on my $70-, $80,000 that I owed the bank. [laughing] And uh, so then, as the
[inaudible] ... began to open it, and they began to sell some other stuff, finally I paid 'em what I
owed 'em. But [inaudible] ... Kanawha Bank and Trust Company, they were about to go under
themselves. And I remember they had a first mortgage on that Washington and Shrewsbury
Street property. And they called that $1500. [laughter] [inaudible] ... $1500, that's the dumbest
thing they ever could have done. I couldn't understand it. [inaudible]. .. vice-president, I said,
"What's the idea? You've got a first mortgage on a piece of property [inaudible] .... $50-, 60,000
at that time." [inaudible] Well, if they told them to [inaudible] ... .I' 11 go some place else. I' 11 go to
Charleston National. So I went over to Charleston National, told Ms. Florenstine, I said,
[inaudible].... I said, "Kanawha Bank and Trust. ... "
INTV: Fifteen hundred or fifteen thou?
AB: Fifteen hundred. [voices overlapping] [inaudible] ... pay it. [inaudible] .... $1600.
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INTV: [inaudible] ... you had borrowed ...
AB: I had borrowed 10,000. I had borrowed $10,000 when I bought that property.

INTV: Well, why would they just call in $1500?
AB: Well [inaudible] ... foreclosing.

INTV: Well, what was the actual buy to that? How much did you actually owe them?
AB: I only them fifteen ...

INTV: You only owed them fifteen. Out of 10,000?
AB: I'd already paid the 10,000. That's just an extra [inaudible]...

Because when I bought that

property, I borrowed ten or twelve thousand dollars then from, [inaudible] .... he was president of
the bank at that time, see, when I bought that property. I had mortgaged 21 or $22,000. But I
had ten thousand or ten or twelve. Very funny, when I went in the bank, Ferguson and I were
working together. Ferguson, he had a note he had to get rid of, so this man [inaudible] ... to take
Ferguson's note, see, because I'd been dealing with them [inaudible] on a lot that he had sold.
And so I had [inaudible]. .. a lot of money that he had to have. But when I went to [inaudible]
about [inaudible ]. .. and told Mr. Staunton, I had been going there borrowing $500, and a
thousand. [inaudible] ... he was vice-president. And so, I [inaudible] ... he said, "Well, what can I
do for you?" I said, "Earl, I believe [inaudible]. .. can handle this deal. He's a big man."
[laughing] He said, "What do you want?" "I want $10,000." He said, "You're damn right
[inaudible] [more laughter] [muffled] "What can I do for you this morning, Anderson?" I said,
"I've got to have $10,000." "Mmm-hmm. Ten thousand. What are you going to do with it?" I
said, "I'm going to buy a piece of property over on the corner of Washington and Shrewsbury
Street." He said, "What are you paying for it?" I said, "Twenty-two thousand dollars." He said,
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"Well, all right, tell Mr. _ _ _ _ to make up the papers for you." Just that easy. [laughing]
[inaudible] .... he was standing there peeping in. When I came out of there, he said, "What did he
say?" I said, "He said you can fix up my papers for me!" [laughing]

INTV: When was that, Dad?
AB: Twenty-two, 1921, '22.
INTV: And you said that was the old [inaudible] ....

AB: John E. Kenna.
[voices overlapping-inaudible] .... old home place. Yeah. [another voice asking Mr. Brown a
question]

INTV: .. . [inaudible] ... over in Europe in a Swiss bank.
[voice inaudible]
AB: Yeah, I had some [inaudible].... I had a time with that...we had a [inaudible]. .. once upon a
time, four or five of us, [inaudible] ... Ed Hill,

INTV: Who's Ed Hill? (AB: Huh?) Who's Ed Hill?

AB: Oh., he's dead now.
INTV: [inaudible] ... homecorning. His son died, didn't he?
[3 rd voice inaudible] Uh-huh.
AB: At any rate, [inaudible] ... on Shrewsbury Street. We had a [inaudible] .... owned that comer
there, [inaudible] .... hospital. And uh, Mr. Kimbro, Ed Hill, and uh, who else? I think there was
five of us. At any rate, we told that.. .. school board [inaudible ]. .. place for a high school, Negro
high school. We ... we were kind of glad to get out of the hospital [laughter-inaudible]. ... So we
sold that school board that hospital...[inaudible] .... $25,000. And so, we uh, we sold it to the
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school board. And uh,
INTV: [inaudible) .... you go ahead and finish talking. I'm just trying to find a piece of
paper to write it on.
AB: And so, I figured on them buying the building, the hospital building. But I had to

[inaudible]. ... across the street. There was just a little cottage at the time, see. So I made a deal
with a fellow named Cabell to buy it for I think .. .I think it was $10,000, with $5,000 down and
the balance [inaudible].....

And so I had a place up in Kanawha City [inaudible]. ..in Kanawha

City. And I put that in as $3500 my place in Kanawha City, and I raised the rest of the cash.
And [inaudible] ... he president of a little bank on the west side; he was representing the
Metropolitan Insurance Company. He says he could get me $5,000 loan. [inaudible]. .. .! said,
"All right." [inaudible]....

And ... but I had an agreement with [inaudible]. .. that if anything

happened that I can't borrow this $5,000, then we'll call the deal off, see. Well,
[inaudible]. ... Cabell my place, gave him my note. The bank ... bank advanced me another $5,000.
But I think they made Cabell [inaudible].... Metropolitan wouldn't [inaudible]. ..loan on it....
Cabell wouldn't beat my [inaudible] .. .in Kanawha City. He wouldn't .... and I couldn't pay the
money from the bank. So ... all right. So ... so uh, the bank decided if they'd foreclose, they could
sell it, see. So they did, they foreclosed it on me and sold it.. .. [break in taping]. ...
BEGIN SIDE 1 -TAPE 5
INTV: ... November 171\ 1970. I'd like to talk a little bit about some of the [inaudible]. .. dated

1882, that was. [inaudible].

It has the names and birth dates of all your brothers and sisters.

[inaudible ]. ... two children of Mary Brown, who is your oldest sister, who was born in March,
1862. Now, before we get into that, I would like for you to talk about your father, whose name
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was Hugh Brown. [inaudible]
AB: Arnold.
INTV: Arnold Brown. What do you remember about him, Dad? You said that he died
when you were thirteen years old. And that was in the summer of 1893.
[inaudible] ... undated copy of the paper called The Democrat. There was an advertisement
on the other side of that paper that says [inaudible-very muffled] ..... and refreshed his
memory [inaudible]..... is probably correct. Now, tell me what you remember about him?
AB: Well, [inaudible] .... liked to hunt and fish. I...he also worked on the farm down at Smith's

farm, which is now Dunbar [West Virginia]. [inaudible] .... when my father was working on the
farm. [inaudible] .... we called him Uncle Phil. At that time, we were, we had to Charleston. My
father had bought a lot on which is now called Swanns Hill. And uh, built a three or four room
Jenny Lind house.
INTV:

What was a Jenny Lind house, Dad?

[tape 5 very muffled-hard to understand]
AB: Just plain, broad boards. And uh, we moved from Dunbar, which is [inaudible]. . .is now

called Dutch Hollow.
INTV: Well, I've been up there lots of times. Dutch Hollow, that's where they had the wine
[inaudible] . . .I used to take my art class up there.
AB: Dutch Hollow [inaudible] ... located. But after we moved to Charleston, my father

continued to help Uncle Phil Robinson work the farm. And I kept worrying my father to take me
down and let me help to hoe the com. So finally, he decided he'd take me down to the farm.
[clears throat] Uncle Phil Robinson, my father told Uncle Phil that I wanted to help to hoe the
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corn. By that time I don't think I was, I was nine or ten years of age. So Uncle Phil said, "All
right, Anderson." He gave me a hoe. And at that time, the whole bottom was in com, all the way
from the ... the road out that leads directly down to Institute, all the way out to the river. Uncle
Phil gave me a hoe and showed me how to start working the corn. He said, "Now, Anderson,
you start right here, and go all the way out, [inaudible] ... hill it up, go all the way out to river,
cross the railroad and go out to the river, and when you get out there, you turn around and come
right on back." [chuckles] I said, "All right, Uncle Phil." That was about 9 o'clock when we got
started. And I...I hoed probably a couple dozen hills of corn and the sun began to beam down on
me. [chuckles] [inaudible]. .. stand that heat. So, along about 10 o'clock, I was just about played
out. So I took the hoe and when up to him and said, "Uncle Phil, Uncle Phil, I...I can't go any
further. That sun's too hot." [chuckling] Uncle Phil laughed. He said, "Well," he says, my
father, too, said, "well, you wanted to work [inaudible]. .. .! guess it's not as easy as you thought it
would be." So all right. That ended my wishing to want to work on the farm. But my father
used to spend quite a bit of his time down there on the farm fishing and hunting. And uh, before
he took sick, he had been out with some of his friends at [inaudible]. ... Creek, camp up there,
fishing. And I think that's where he caught his cold. (INTV: Oh, really?) Mmm-hmm.
INTV: How long did be have a cold, Dad? Did it linger a long time, or just...

AB: No, not very long. But my father, when we lived on Watts Hill, we used to ... used to keep
fox hounds for [inaudible]. ...
INTV: Was that the same time you owned the property that you later .....

AB: Yeah. He, Senator ____ was quite a sport. And my father took care of his hound dogs,
fox hounds.
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INTV: When your father got sick, Dad, you say you think he might have gotten sick while
he was hunting up there.
AB: Fishing.
INTV: Fishing, mmm-hmm. Would you go back home then and uh ...were the affects felt
right away or did he go about his business for a few days? How did it happen?
AB: Well, he, [inaudible] ... up there with him, with this dreadful cold. And the doctor said he
contracted pneumonia. And uh, he was sick a short time, probably a week or ten days. And then
he died when we lived across the river there on Court Street.

INTV: I don't couldn't find anything here in these records about when he was born or how
old he was when he died. Do you have any idea about how old he was?
AB: No, I don't.
INTV: Do you remember anything about [inaudible] .... and let's see... I think he was an
employee of [inaudible] ... the words are not clear. But there is an [inaudible] ... that was in
the newspaper article about his obituary. He was in that person's employ for the last
several years. It bears testimony as to his worth as an honest and upright man. But also,
[inaudible] ... he was born a slave and [inaudible].

And at the age of 11 years he was given

to his daughter, Mrs. Cynthia Arnold, served in the family as a houseboy until growing into
manhood. Then the article says, that in 1861, at the beginning of the Civil War, he left the
country with Mr. S.S. Arnold in 1865, where he returned to Charleston, where he stayed
until his death. Now, do you remember anything at all about his younger days? Do you
remember him telling you anything at all about it?
AB: No. He said that the people that owned him were very good to him. [inaudible]... And
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Arnold and Arnold had a son, [inaudible] Ike Arnold. He was a friend of my father's til he died.
Yeah. They had this clothing store right there on [inaudible] ... that store was owned by Lewis
Arnold and Edmund, _ _ _ _ Edmund, a wholesale grocery-, a wholesale clothing store. And

uh, my father and Ike Arnold, he was kind of a sporty kind of a fellow. He liked to fish and hunt,
too. And my father spent quite a bit of town with Ike Arnold. In fact, I think he ... he
[inaudible] ... when he was a youngster. And they were close friends all ... until my father died.
INTV: I see. Do you know anything about [inaudible]
AB:No.
INTV: That's really very, very fascinating. Now, what about your mother? We do have
her birth record here. According to this paper, it said that Mrs. Margaret Brown was born
September 23 rd , about 1841 or 1842. Do you know where she was born? Do you know
anything about, you know, where she lived and so forth?
AB: My mother, she ... she lived ... she was raised up around Cedar Grove, with those

Thompson's up at Cedar Grove. They ... they ... my grandmother, my mother's mother, was a slave
of the Thompson's, as I recall. And Mom had to spend quite a few of her younger days. But she
also, she spoke of [inaudible] ... Junior, coming in to West Virginia. I don't know much about
that or how they came over in the wagons. [inaudible]. ... from the ...
INTV: Confederate soldiers?
AB: Confederate soldiers. Which she called them the Refugees. [inaudible]. .. Virginia, on into

West Virginia.
INTV: Mmm-hmm. It must have been a really exciting time. I notice that you have here,
pictures of both your mother and your father. And this is a small picture. It has
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[inaudible] .... gr andma. And it seems to be... well, let me see, I don't know if there's
anything on the back of this picture or not. But on the front it says "My mother, Margaret
Brown, born in September, November 181\ 1916." This is in Aunt Della's handwriting, too.
She's sitting on a porch in a chair. And I can see [inaudible] ...in the background and I can
see some [inaudible] ... grow up later on [inaudible) ... house on Evans Street. All the time I
was a child until just oh, maybe, just a few years back. It looks like, an awful lot like Aunt
Della sitting, like you.... do you remember where that house was? Can you recognize it?
[looking at pictures) [inaudible] .... but I can add that, November 1916. It was during
World War II-, World War I. [inaudible]
AB: [inaudible]
INTV: .... and vines in the back. [inaudible] ... in a tree, and a porch on another house. Do
you think that might be [inaudible] ....
AB: Mmmh, no .... [inaudible]
INTV: And here's a good picture of your father. It's a much larger picture. It's about
approximately, well, it's a 5 x 7. It says, "Cabinet portrait by Davis, Charleston, West
Virginia". And he had a moustache and typical [inaudible] ... basic appearance.
AB: [inaudible]
INTV: And small eyes. Was that the ...you don't call it a goatee. What do you call it? Just
[inaudible]
AB: It was a goatee.
INTV: A tiny goatee. But it was just under the lip oh, about a half an inch and then come
down on the chin. Seems to be [inaudible] .... a large, heavy, proud looking man. Looks like
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[inaudible] .... retained their appearance. The only thing on the back of this picture is
"Henry Brown, Charleston, West Virginia." Henry R. Brown. [inaudible) .. .every
photograph.
AB: [question inaudible]
INTV: That says grandma on that picture of your mother. So I don't know who wrote
that. What about... [inaudible] .... apparently there were eleven children. Mary in 1862,
Charles 1865, John born 1867, Miriah 1869, Frederick 1879, Ennis 1875, Ruth, 1878,
Anderson 1880, Maggie 1881, Farrell 1883, and John 1887. Now uh, that's a large family
spanning twenty-one years. Well, longer than that. Twenty-five years. Della was let's see,
Mary should have been twenty-five years old when Aunt Della was born. Mary's the
oldest, Aunt Della the baby of the eleven. What do you remember about your mother?
Was she very ...was she very strict on you? What kind of discipline did she have?
AB: She was ... she was very strict. My mother was smart, hard worker.
INTV: That seems to be typical of mothers.
AB: When we were little boys, we lived up on Swanns Hill. We had certain chores to do. We
had to, my mother was always anxious, she wanted all her children to have some kind of
education. One time she told us that one time my father wanted to move some place back up
there in the country where there wasn't any schools. And she said her foot down, said "No,
indeed. You're not going to take my children back there where there's no schools."
[inaudible ]. ... and attend school. [inaudible] ... down at Institute at [inaudible]. .. Hollow down to
Charleston, up on Swanns Hill. There were only two or three colored families up there, the
Browns, [inaudible] ... and uh, the Webbs.

-93-

INTV: Is that _ _ _ _ Webb's family?

AB: Mmm-hmm. [inaudible]. ... one of the first teachers to go up there. [inaudible]
Ison Cabell and [inaudible].

Now, my brothers, Fred and Ennis, before the other school on the

west side, they had to come over here, over here in town to school. And there used to be a
colored school right there on Dickinson Street. [inaudible ]. .. colored school there. I remember
once when I was about six or seven, my brother Fred, he and Ennis was coming to school over
there on Dickinson Street. And Fred brought me over there with him. And there was a big
fellow there [inaudible] ... he was teasing me and made me cry. [chuckles] And my dad got after
him, said, "Don't you bother that boy. I'm going to [inaudible] ... " I never forgot that.
[inaudible]. .. he was hung.
INTV: Oh, really? Why?

AB: For raping a white woman.
INTV: Do you think he really did it, or was it....

AB: I don't know ifhe did. He was hung down in the courthouse yard.
INTV: What age man was he?

AB: Oh, he was a boy along about eighteen, a real young boy.
INTV: Oh, really? Does he have any family around here?

AB: He was hung by the same sheriff that hung [inaudible]. .. who killed his son and his
daughter. [inaudible] And this old gentleman used to come there every spring [inaudible] ...
every spring. [inaudible]. .. house back on top the hill, way back up there. And uh ... he had a son
and a daughter. And uh, the fellow began to run after his daughter. Well, he didn't want his
daughter to go with this fellow. His name was Copen, I believe. But anyway, he uh, the old man
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left here, they lived in an old log house back there in the woods at that time. And she left there to
a little house not far from his home, see, she and her brother. And [inaudible] .... gardens
[inaudible] ... any time. And [inaudible] ... this girl after she left there, she'd go back to his house
and take all his things, take his food and his dishes and things like that. And he told her not to,
not to ... she was going with little old white fellow by the name of Copen. So, [inaudible] ... and
she had taken an iron or some other equipment. And her dad hunted her up and killed her. And
her brother, he uh, tried to take up for her, and he told [inaudible]. .. no, Dale I don't want to hurt
you. But the girl, she died very sudden. Dale, I think, lingered on several days and then he
finally died, too. But he hung on.
INTV: Did that cause quite a bit of furor in that community?
AB: Yes, yes, yes.

INTV: Did he have a reputation of being a mean person like that?
AB: No, no, he ... .(INTV: Angry) just got fed up. [inaudible]
INTV: Do you have any idea when that was, Dad? You remember about how old you
were?
AB: Well, let's see ... I. .. my grandmother lived right there, right in back of... they hung him.

That's the only [inaudible]. .. on a Jewish street side. Of course, the business wasn't there then,
the addition was built on there then. But how I happened to be there, my grandmother happened
to live right back there in a little house where colored people lived at, between the dentistry,
between the dentistry and Kanawha Street, right off [inaudible]. .. other building [inaudible]. .
.three or four room houses. My grandmother lived back there and I went to her.
INTV: What was your grandmother's name? You haven't mentioned her.
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AB: Her name was Miriah... Miriah Stewart. That was my mother's mother. [inaudible] .. .
INTV: Miriah Stewart ... (AB: Mmmh?) ... Miriah Stewart. What did she do around here?
Do you remember?
AB: I don't know. I was small. We used to go over there .. .I remember when she took me to the

circus. They used to have a circus right up there across from the Baptist church, [inaudible]
on the corner there. (INTV: Uh-huh) All that was, one time they used to have circus there.
Called [inaudible] .... my grandmother; I remember her taking me to the show there.
INTV: Mmm-hmm. That's really fascinating. Now, how many of your older brothers and
sisters do you remember? I remember Uncle John, and I remember, of course, Aunt
Miriah, and Uncle Ennis. I remember growing up to see Aunt Ruth.

AB: Oh, I remember all ofthem ...... [tape garbled and skips-begin new subject of discussion]
INTV: Let's begin this session about your brothers and sisters, Dad. Your oldest sister was
Mary E. Brown, according to this document that I [inaudible].. . .

She was born March

20 th , 18 and 63. Tell me what you remember about Mary. You were just a, well, let's see,
you were about 18-, 23, I think when she was born. Tell me what you remember about
Mary.

[tape off/on] This evening, Dad, let's continue our discussion about your brothers

and sisters. According to this document that Aunt Della kept that was dated in her
handwriting in 1902, you had ...you had ten brothers and sisters. The first one was Mary E.
Brown, who was born March 20 1\ 1862. Mary, according to this document, then, was 18
years old when you were born. What do you remember about Mary?
AB: I don't remember very much about her. I remember when she was ... when she was sick and

when she died. We were living on... on Swanns Hill at the time. [inaudible] James ... and I
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know he used to have to wait on her [inaudible] ... things like that.

INTV: James is her son, who was born in 1883, which made him three years younger than
you. And you say James had to wait on her when she was sick. Do you remember how old
you were when she died, or. .. ?
AB: [inaudible]. .. .I remember he ... my mother used to call him to go and empty the slop jar or
something or other, or something around the house like that. I know that he didn't like to do it
very well. [chuckling]

INTV: Mmm-hmm. So how old would you estimate that he might have been? Five or... six?
AB: He must have been around ... he couldn't have been over five or six. Probably four or five.
[AB yawning]

INTV: Well, let's see, let's see. Uh ... according to this document had a daughter by the
name of Nina Nichols, who was born in 1888. So that means that Mary was-, James was
give years older than Mary, or Nina, I'm sorry. James was five years older than Nina. So
she... did she die in childbirth, do you think? Or... (AB: Who?) ... Mary.
AB: I don't know.
INTV: It's been a long time, hasn't it? All right. Now, what about your brother, Charlie?
He was born in 1865. Do you remember him at all?
AB: Oh, yeah. Yeah, Charlie was, he played in the band, I played in the band with Charlie.
INTV: Is that so? (AB: Yeah) Do you think he's the one Aunt Della has the picture of with
the french horn? I've seen a picture upstairs of a very handsome man with something that
looks a little bit like a french horn. I'll have to bring that down, let you see if you can
determine who that is.
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AB: Mmmh, yeah. I'll have to [inaudible] ... he might have had a french horn. He played
baritone in the band. I don't remember him having a french horn, because ... that might have been
before my time.
INTV: Charlie. Now, is Charlie tbe one I used to hear Aunt Della talk about he liked to
dress so much? Somebody was a great dresser.
AB: Oh, yeah, Charlie, he ... yeah, he [inaudible]. . . .

He was heavy, something like my father.

And he ... he worked around clothing store [inaudible]....

I don't ever remember him doing any

hard work. He was always looking for something easy.
INTV: Can't blame him for that. [chuckling]
AB: Yeah. But he liked to dress. And he used to help around, kind of a janitor at this store. But
he used to wait on the customers, too. (INTV: Oh, really?) Mmm-hmm.
INTV: Was it just a mens store or was it a general store?
AB: Mens store (INTV: Mens clothing, uh-huh). It was right there where the Charleston Bank
1s now.
INTV: Where the new Charleston National Bank is? (AB: Uh-huh) Is that so?
AB: On Capitol Street.
INTV: Did he work there a long time?
AB: He worked there quite a while, yeah. Yes, [inaudible]. .. went down .. .I don't know how he
went down to Covington, Kentucky. But he was ... he might have been in Cincinnati. But
anyhow, he got a job at the YMCA in Covington ... Kentucky, right across from Cincinnati. And
he died down there.
INTV: Do you know how old he was wben he died? Do you remember?
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AB: No, I don't know how old he was. He must have died around, let's see ... [pausing for

thought] ... [inaudible]. .. house on Young Street there .... in 19 and he must have bought that
house around 19 and 02 or something like that, 02 or 03. And he died must have been around
1902 or -03. Because he died before I went to Boston. After he died, his wife came over there
and stayed at our house for awhile. (INTV: Oh, she did?) Mmm-hmm.
INTV: Did they have any children?
AB: No, no children. She was [inaudible]. .. fancy cook, she was a cook. He died down in

Kentucky. I went down there and I brought his body up here and buried him. He's buried up
here on [yawns loudly] excuse me, he's buried up here on the hill at Springhill Cemetery.
INTV: Oh, he's at Springhill?
AB: Mmm-hmm.
INTV: Do you remember where?
AB: Now, wait a minute now. Is he buried up there or is he buried...yeah, I think he's buried up

there. And [inaudible]. .. I bought ten plots up there.
INTV: That's Springhill, not Watts Hill?
AB: Yeah, right up here from the cemetery.
INTV: Do you know where they are? I guess you do.
AB: Yeah, they're over in the [inaudible] ... there ... {INTV: I see) John's buried there, and

Charlie and Ennis ....
INTV: Uh-huh, I see. What about Aunt Ruth? She's buried up in Logan?
AB: Yeah, she's buried up in Logan.
INTV: Now, the next brother, the next child is John Brown, who was born December 3r\
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1867. Now, I remember Uncle John a little bit. Let's see, that's ... tell me a little bit about
him. What did he look like? Did he look like your father? Were any of them tall and thin
or ... ?
AB: No, John's kind of tall. He's [inaudible]. .. more like my father. John's tall ... [tape off/on]

INTV: John was tall and looked like your father. Now, what else about him? What about
the meat market business. You started telling me about that and something happened to
our tape recorder. He worked with, let's see, let's see, he was a butcher, and he learned a
white fellow who worked for E. Craig. And they had a butcher shop on Summers Street,
between Virginia and Kanawha Street. That would be Kanawha Boulevard, wouldn't it?
(AB: Mmm-hmm) And then you said he worked for Ben Baur of Bar and Baur Meat
Market (AB: No, it was Isaac) Isaac Baur, uh-huh, and Bar. Now, that would be a relative
of Frank Baur, Junior, who's wife I know and worked with in the Gallery. Uh-huh. All
right, now how long did he have that butcher shop? How long did he work at the butcher
shop, Dad?
AB: With Baur? (INTV: Mmm-hmm) Oh, he worked there for probably four or five years, I
guess.

INTV: Four or five years?
AB: Yeah. Yeah, then he went into the business for himself. He and [inaudible]. .. had a
business together there for awhile.

INTV: Is that so?
AB: That didn't last too long. And ...
INTV: Why? Do you know why it didn't last?
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AB: No, I guess [inaudible]. .. same temperament. Both had a high temperament. James and

John. So then, John ... John went to Montgomery and opened a meat market in Montgomery
through _ _ _ _ _ Montgomery. He was the mayor of Montgomery. At the time it was
Coal Valley. And he had the only, _ _ _ _ Montgomery, set him up in a business there.
Mmm-hrnm. He had the only meat market in Montgomery. [inaudible]. .. for years. And that's
when I went up there. I returned home a year or so before then, and I had saved up a little money
while I was traveling with the show, singing with the band. And uh, I decided I wanted to go in
the meat business. And John had me go up there with him. I went up there and stayed up there
with him for a year. (INTV: Up in Montgomery?) Mmm-hmm. And learned how to cut meat.
And I decided I was going into business for myself. I left there and bought a second hand outfit
from a man that had a store, equipment all stored down at Paint Creek. And I. . .I bought the
meat [inaudible]. .. and refrigerator and all for about a hundred ... hundred seven dollars, had it
shipped down on a boat down to Charleston. And I had .. .I rented a room on a little corner of
Dryden and _ _ _ _ _ Street from a man by the name of Gardner. He was a butcher. And I
rented this room from him. And I believe I paid him, I was paying about $10 a month for it. And
I put the equipment in there, and got started. And I remember the first, I didn't have much
money, I only had probably maybe four or five hundred dollars, maybe not that much. But I
remember after I got started, I made .. .I was going to buy some cattle. And I needed a hundred
dollars. [inaudible]. . .I borrowed from the Kanawha Valley Bank; there was a man cashier at the
bank by the name of John Malone. He lived right across the railroad over on, of course, the Elk
River, on Bigley Avenue ... [tape off]
END OF SIDE 1-TAPE 5
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BEGIN SIDE 1 -TAPE 6 OF 6
INTV: Now, tell us a little bit about Frederick D. Brown, who was born in 1871. Aunt
Miriah was born in '69. Fred was the one you used to tell me about that was out in
Colorado. I remember you telling me how ...
AB: Well, I didn't tell you all about Miriah.
INTV: Well, let's go back to Miriah.

Go back to Miriah.

AB: My ... [inaudible]. .. he was a hard worker. And [inaudible]. ... over to the market,
[inaudible] ... buy food and fish and chickens, all that kind of stuff, that would last nearly a whole
week. When I first went to Boston, I lived there with Miriah and Albert at Number Four
[inaudible] ... from 1907 'til 1910. Then I got married in 1910 and went to [inaudible]. ... Street.
But [inaudible] ... when he died, he was still working at that market.
INTV: [inaudible]
AB: That's one reason why I was so anxious for _ _ _ _ _ the old home place, because they
were all born there and I lived there [inaudible]..... I felt that when I first went to Boston,
[inaudible]. .. went there to work, I went there at Number Four _ _ _ _ Street. That's been a
long time.
INTV: Yes, I can remember that. I found a picture upstairs of Willard and
[inaudible] .... on it. It must have been about the time you acquired it. Because
[inaudible] .... I don't know. Well, what were you going to say? Now, let's go now to
[inaudible] ... then we'll come back. I want to find out as much about the brothers and
sisters as possible, then we'll go back for details. Now, what about Fred? How on earth
did he get to Colorado? Now, he was the sixth child, and the third son of Henry and
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Margaret Brown.
AB: He worked for a man that had a trucking business here, a feed store, by the name of W.B.
Donnally.

INTV: How you remember all these names is amazing to me, Dad.

AB: Yeah, well, [inaudible ] .... of course, there wasn't any automobiles in those days. All trains
mules and horses, you know. Fred .... this old man had a feed store. Fred used to haul feed for
him and he took care of his horses. He had two or three fellows working for him. Then later on
there was a, people by the name of Johnson opened a store, something like a ten cent store, they
called it the Racquet. It was right across from the Arcade. Well, Fred ... Fred was still working at
Donnally's. But this man, Johnson, he decided to sell his store and move to Idaho, Boise
[pronounced like Boy City] Idaho and he wanted Fred to go with him. [inaudible] ....

INTV: Oh, I remember [inaudible)

AB: Yeah, Fred and [inaudible] .... he took them with him, all with him to Boise, Idaho. But Fred
didn't like Boise, so he left there and went to, left Boise and went to Denver. And he worked for
the governor of Colorado for years, took care of the governor's horse .....

INTV: Do you remember that governor's name?

AB: Yes, [inaudible]....

looked after the house [inaudible]..... And he died there in 1916, I

think it was Fred died. When he, when he died, they, the governor, he wasn't the governor at the
time. But they sent a telegram that [inaudible] .... wasn't very loyal to my mother. [inaudible]
here and there. I asked if he had any insurance. No, no insurance. So I got in contact with the
undertaker there and told them to, this man and woman, told them to give him a decent burial and
let me know and I would send them a check. All right. In the meantime, Governor Gunner, he
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wasn't in Denver at the time. He was in Florida on vacation in Florida. And they notified him
that Fred had passed. And so he ... he wired me and told me that he was sorry, that he was away
from home, that he was in Florida. But he had notified his office to see that Fred had a decent
burial and for them to [inaudible]....

from Florida. So they did. They gave him a nice burial.

And Governor paid the funeral bill. I had a nice letter from Mrs. Gunner about [inaudible ]. ... they
told me that Fred had filed a claim on some grazing land out there. But he
hasn't. ...[inaudible]. .. about six months before he died. But he hadn't got the title to it. And told
me ifl wanted to go ahead and get the title to it, told me what I'd have to do, so forth and so on.
So I said, "Well," I was manied to your mother at that time. So I told, [inaudible]. ... to get this
thing straightened out. So 1...1 [inaudible ]. .. .located [inaudible]. .... 280 acres of grazing land and
so forth and so on. [inaudible]. .... .get the title to it. It was government land, you know. Well,
l.. .he made a little shack on it [inaudible]..... So he put a little shack on it. So I went out there. I
had to go to Trinidad. It was a government headquarters in Trinidad. So he told me how to get
there and see that he'd have his ranch foreman meet me at the train and took me out and showed
it to me and so forth, so on. So 1...1 went out there and got the title to it. Well, I had to go
[inaudible]. .. before I could get the title to it.
INTV: All your brothers and sisters?

AB: Yes. So they all signed it over to me.
INTV: Was your mother living then? Or was she dead? She died in 1916. And you were
married to my mother, that was around 1920.

AB: No, my mother, she wasn't living then. So 1...1 got the title to it and kept it for a couple of
years. And come to find out, [inaudible]. ... 5,000 acres adjoining it. He had about 5,000 with
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sheep on there, grazing land. So he paid the taxes on it for several years. Finally, I checked into
it and found out there wasn't any gas or oil near it. So I wasn't getting anything out of it. So I
decided that. .. the governor died. He had left [inaudible] .. ..ranch foreman, who was a Mexican.
He had charge of the governor's land. And I sold him the land for .. .l think a thousand dollars, or
something like that. The land wasn't worth over two or three dollars an acre.
INTV: Why didn't you put about 500 head of sheep out there?
AB: Unh .... why didn't I? Somebody had to be there .....

INTV: Tell me about that trip. I remember hearing you tell us about how you, how
frightened you were about all them Mexicans, when you went there to town that dad. Tell
us about that.
AB: Well, the Governor Gunner, had told me to let him know when I was coming. He'd have his

ranch foreman to meet me, because this land was about ten miles from the nearest station called
Malta, Malta, Colorado, right on the Santa Fe road. So I told him when I was coming. So when I
got there, the ranch foreman was there waiting for me. He had an old T-Model Ford, took me out
to the ranch about ten miles out from Malta. And when we got out there, I saw a hundred or two
Mexicans there [inaudible] ..... street. So it was about dinner time. Well, ho, ho, ho, ho, ho
[yawning]..... because I ate on the train. But I had something with them to be sociable. And he
took me out there in his car and drove me all around this land, showed me the little old hut that
he had built there for me. So, I said, "Well, I'll get back in town." "Oh, you better stay all
night." "No," I said. He said, "You can't get a train until morning. The Santa Fe won't stop
here until morning." I said, "Well, you take me back into town any how." [chuckles] [inaudible]
INTV: How did they treat you?
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AB: They were friendly all right.
INTV: You just felt a little odd?
AB: Yeah, I couldn't see myself sleeping there with all those Mexicans.

INTV: Sounds like a little prejudice to me. [laughing]
AB: He took me.back in town and I got out at the station. I went to the operator of that little old

station. I wanted to ask him about trains. I wanted to be sure that there wasn't any trains. And
he said, "No, there won't be any local trains stops here until morning." And he said, "It's about
17 miles from the little town to Trinidad." Trinidad was a good sized city. I said, "How can you
get to Trinidad tonight?" Because there's where I had to stop any how to sign my government
papers. [inaudible ] .... a local freight along in here in a little while and you might get the conductor
or one of the brakemen [inaudible] ... over to Trinidad.
INTV: You were determined to leaven, then, wasn't you?
AB: Yeah. I said, "Well, that's all right." I paid for it and I went up and I got on the train before

I asked them. I didn't know if they'd let me ride in the booth. But I got in one of those cars
there. And so, I got in the car and they pulled out and the conductor came over said, "So you
want to go to Trinidad?" And I said, "Yeah, I want to go to Trinidad."

He said, [inaudible]. ...

I said, "I haven't got much money." He said, "Oh, it'll only be a couple of dollars. That's all
right." I didn't want to let them know I had two or three hundred dollars on me, but I wouldn't
let them know it. So I said, so he said, "All right." So I sat down and rode to Trinidad and I got
off. And went to a hotel and went to a picture show, and went back to the hotel that night.
INTV: Were there any black people in Trinidad?
AB: Well, there was some there. [inaudible].... because it was pretty near dark when I got there.
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And I, the next morning I had to go to the government office to sign those papers. Then I
arranged a ticket to go on up to Denver, see. So I got [inaudible] .... Buffalo Bill's grave and
down to what's his name? [inaudible]. ... there.
INTV: Rosemary _ _ _ _ _ . She worked for the Eisenhower's, didn't she?
AB: Yes, I think so.
INTV: I've never been to Denver, but I look forward to going out that way some time .. (AB:
Mmmh?) I've never been to Denver.
AB: [inaudible]. .. standing on the state house lawn there. And [inaudible] ....

INTV: You had no idea your brother Fred was going to send you so far out there in such
an isolated place, did you? What was the matter with him when he died? Do you
remember?
AB: No, I don't. I think he had some kidney troubles, I think.
INTV: Now, the next one is Uncle Ennis. And I vaguely remember Uncle Ennis. He lived
down at Institute. [inaudible]
AB: [inaudible] ..... natural. Seemed like everything he touched, seemed like he could fix
anything [inaudible] ....
INTV: Uh-huh, come on in [speaking to someone entering the room]. I've got him tape
about Ennis. [tape off/on] Francis just came in from a cocktail party at the Berry Hill
Country Club and brought all my mail down. Now, you say Ennis was very gifted, that
everything he touched he ......
AB: Yes, he could ... was a natural born genius. He could make most anything out of wood, iron,
one of the best baritone players, beat the snare drums, good blacksmith, butcher.
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INTV: A man of many talents.
AB: Yes. When he was just a boy, he could cut the, take a bottle and cut and put

[inaudible] ... and ships in things in bottles. (INTV: Oh, really? That's quite an art, too. Very
difficult, very rare). I remember [inaudible] ... a wagon. He had four iron wheel barrow wheels

and made a long wagon, [inaudible]... He used to go back in the hills and haul wood. He made
that thing out of wood. And he lived that way. And then one day he took up black smithing. I
bought a shop for him. It was [inaudible] ....
INTV: Where was his shop located?
AB: Down there on [inaudible] .... Street, right behind the post office, I mean, behind the Court

House.
INTV: Did anyone work with him there, or did he work by himself?
AB: No. He just [inaudible] .... drilled and all that kind of work. He was good.
INTV: Was he working at that when he died? (AB: Yes) I remember the house down at
Institute, down there at the corner.
AB: Yeah, I built a house for him.
INTV: And Aunt Cora is living now out in California.
AB: Yeah. I built a house. And after he died, I had, [inaudible]. ... on it. I had to pay the

mortgage off. And I turned it over to ... to his children. And they [inaudible]
INTV: Now, I'm trying to remember. Who died first? Uncle Ennis or Uncle John? Do
you remember? I remember both of them as a child. But I can't remember.....
AB: Uh ... Ennis died first.
INTV: Did he? Uh-huh. Now, on my list, I have Aunt Ruth. Ruth [inaudible] .... Brown.
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Maybe that I is for her daughter, Irene, who was born September, or maybe that's the way
Irene has her name. I don't know what that I is for, born September 2"\ 1878. Now, I can
remember riding with you up around Logan County to see Aunt Ruth. I remember we
went to a large house when she was living there. I don't think I lived here when she died.
But I was in high school or college, I can remember going up to see her in Logan. And I
remember how the striking resemblance was between all three of you, you Aunt Della and
Aunt Ruth. Tell me about her. I saw her daughters here recently.
AB: [inaudible] ... she didn't stay here in _ _ _ __ for very long. She stayed up in Boston,
stayed up there for awhile. And then she [inaudible]. ... down on the Cape. [inaudible]. .. for New
York for awhile.

INTV: [inaudible] ..... she's really gotten out of West Virginia, hasn't she?
AB: Yes.

INTV: Colorado, Boston•..•
AB: She worked in Florida.

INTV: Kentucky ....
AB: This fellow she married, she got him up there [inaudible] .... down in Logan County, where
she died.

INTV: Let's see, I remember [inaudible] .. .Iooked so much like the picture of her mother.
Irene and Stella, she's close to my age. Now then comes Anderson Brown. And then we'll
talk about you at a special time. I'd like to finish talking about your brothers and sisters.
Now, Maggie Brown, I don't remember her at all. She was born after you were born, Dad.
She was about sixteen months younger than you.
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AB: Yeah. I don't remember much about Maggie. She's dead. She's buried up on

Higginbotham Cemetery. And [inaudible] ....
INTV: Where's Higginbotham Cemetery?
AB: Up there where Father and Mother are buried.

INTV: Watts .... ?
AB: Mmm-hmm, Watts Hill. It's called Higginbotham Cemetery.
INTV: Did she have any children that you know of? (AB: Mmmh?) Maggie.
AB: No, she died young.

INTV: I see. Here's another name I don't know. I didn't know Pearl.
AB: Well, Pearl, she died soon after we moved down here.

INTV: Is that so?
AB: [inaudible]. ...

INTV: Was she a woman or a child or.... ?
AB: She was just a young girl. I don't think she .... Pearl was very young.
INTV: It says she was born October 71\ 1883.
AB: [inaudible]
INTV: Younger. And she was four years older than Aunt Della. She was the last of the
eleven children born to Margaret Hunt Brown and her husband, Henry Arnold Brown.
And of course, Aunt Della is very [inaudible] ..... you said you had a lot of information on
her that you accumulated over the years. And you had a lot of it from her obituary. And
then _ _ _ _ _ Stark did an editorial on her in his paper. He gathel'ed information
about which I knew absolutely nothing. He did a wonderful editorial on her. So we'll do a
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whole tape on Aunt Della some time. Now, also on this list, you had that Mother, Margaret
Hunt Brown, was born September 23rd, about 1841 or 1842. And uh, I think you told us
quite a bit about her last night. But there was no information about your father's birth or
death on that particular piece of paper. But we do have a fragment of a piece of paper
taken from his obituary, that was taken from his obituary that was in a newspaper called
The Democrat. And we have Margaret's photograph, uh, Henry, a larger photograph, and
a smaller one of Margaret Brown. Now, we have here some information that I have added
that I found on another piece of paper is that Margaret Hunt Brown's mother, her
maternal grandmother-, your maternal grandmother's name is Miriah Stewart. And that's
Aunt Millie's mother, too, right? (AB: Right) Miriah Stewart. Do you remember anything
about your father's parents, Dad? I don't seem to remember or have heard any
information about him anywhere at all.
AB: No, l.. ... [tape off/on]. ...
INTV: We didn't have any information, I haven't found any yet among Aunt Della's effects
concerning your father's mother. Now, what did you say her name was? Mary? (AB:
Mmm-hmm) And you remember when she died?
AB: No, I don't know when she died. She died out there. I don't know [inaudible]. .. right up the
side of the hill.

INTV: Oh, yes, the houses they just tore down?
AB: Yes. She died in one of those houses up there.
INTV: Do you remember any other brothers and sisters that your father had? You
remember whether or not... remember him talking about any of them? Or do you
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remember any of his brothers and sisters? Of course, if he was a slave, that would have
been in so many different families in terms of that information on the newspaper article,
it's easy to understand why it would be difficult to keep up with the families. Do you
remember even your mother and father talking about experiences in slavery? They didn't
experience the kind of difficulties that a lot of people did.
AB: No, they ... they were very fortunate, they were in the hands of good people. They wasn't,
was never the Simon Legree type. My mother, she was mixed up [inaudible ]. ... and my father, he
was with the Arnolds, Ike Arnold and Abner. They were all good people.
INTV: Do you remember... now, I notice the handwriting ....when did ... how did ... the schools
of course, were [inaudible) .... but I noticed that the first document that your mother
apparently she had compiled. Did she learn how to write?
AB: My mother? (INTV: Uh-huh) No, I don't think so.
INTV: That must have been written by one of the children.
AB: My mother was always determined that the kids have some kind of an education. Yes,
she ... there was a time she had to just put her foot down on my father. He wanted to move some
place up in the country, some place where there wasn't any schools. So, "You're not going to
take my children up there where there's no schools." She just set her foot down on that.
INTV: Now, tell me about where you lived, Dad. Now, you lived back up on the hill. You
talked about over on the other side of the railroad there. Didn't you build a house there for
your mother?
AB: One Young Street, yeah.
INTV: On Young Street, across the track on Young Street. Tell me about that place. It's
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not there any longer. But I can remember when it was here when I first came back here, I
think.

AB: Yeah, that was [inaudible]. .. moved over on Court Street, right across the railroad on Court
Street. [inaudible] .... a man by the name of Camwell. He owned those houses, and he lived in a
big house right up there from the railroad tracks right along Dryden Street. He had some little
old houses across the river that he rents. And he had one of these big old framed apartment
houses that he rented. When we first moved over there off the hill, that's where we moved,
across the railroad. My father died over there. And uh, then from there on, we moved out from
across the railroad over onto ____ Street, right along across from ______ place.
We lived over there. Lived there for quite a while. [inaudible] ... pick up coal and sell bottles.
And later on, we lived over there on Dryden Street for quite a while. I don't know where we
went from there. I think when we left there, I began to look around and [inaudible]. ... around. I
don't remember just where we, I went to school a little bit there from uh .... when we moved off,
first moved off the hill.
INTV: Where did you go to ... where was the school house?
AB: Well, up at the old Boyd School. I went up there for a little while. But before then there

wasn't but one little school on the west side.
INTV: How did you get over there?

AB: Well, before, that's when we lived up on the hill.
INTV: But even at that, you had to get off that hill.

AB: [inaudible]
INTV: Where was the bridge located then?
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AB: The bridge ... Washington Street. A friend lived there by the bridge.
INTV: [inaudible]
AB: But they had a little old school down there off of Washington Street called [inaudible]. ... that
was a little old four-room house.
INTV: That used to be called [inaudible].
AB: [inaudible ]. ... after you cross the bridge over there.
INTV: Who was your teacher? Do you remember?
AB: Yeah, the first teacher I went to when I was down there, Olther Wells. (INTV: I've heard
that name) Olther Wells, he taught over there. And the next teacher I went to was Lonnie
Friend. That's [inaudible]. ... mother. She taught over there. _ _ _ Cabell, he taught...! don't
think I ever went to [inaudible]..... My brothers went to him. He taught over there. Fred and
Ennis.
INTV: Who were some of your classmates? Do you remember?
AB: Webbs ... there wasn't but a few colored families over there ... Webbs and Lewis's.
INTV: Who were the Lewis's?
AB: Well, some of them around here now, Charlie Lewis. [inaudible]. ... Everett Brown. Then
there was another family named Turner's that lived over there, Walter Turner, Frank Turner.
And then there was the Webb's. I think that was about the only families up in section.
[inaudible]. ... I remember when the Webb's first moved over there, we'd been over there, we
were one of the first colored families to move up there.
INTV: Where are you talking about now?
AB: Up on Watts Hill.
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INTV: [inaudible)

AB: [inaudible] Yeah.
INTV: So you had it made by the time you came along.

AB: [inaudible] ... .I've gone, instead of going up Watts Street Hill, I'd walk way down below the
railroad tracks across from [inaudible]. ....
INTV: What did they do with Uncle John about that?

AB: I don't think a thing. [inaudible]
INTV: [inaudible]

AB: [inaudible]
INTV: I see. Were there [inaudible] ... mentioned, anything like that, anywhere near you,
Dad?

AB: [inaudible] .. .I don't know about that; that was before my time. [inaudible]. ..
INTV: What happened? Do you remember what the legend [inaudible] ...

AB: Well, a white fellow filled a colored man, cut a colored man's throat. And uh, and ... and uh,
he [inaudible-muffled]. .. this white man, the white man, he, a white man, a local white man, him
and another fellow, had brought cattle in town, [inaudible]. .. saying he robbed 'em. And this
colored man, named Dawson, he had been going with a colored woman. And this man, he cut,
cut the colored man's throat.
INTV: Dawson had been going with a white woman.

AB: Yeah. [inaudible]. .. cut his throat. And I think .. .in that barber shop or shoe shine store or
something like that. Anyhow, he cut his throat. When they arrested this colored, this white man,
killed him, when [inaudible] ... killed the colored man, see. So they [inaudible]. ... Campbell's
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Creek and hung him from the Campbell's Creek bridge.

INTV: Really? The Negro or the white man?
AB: Yeah.
INTV: Well, that's a switch. That's really [inaudible]
AB: I remember Dewey, Dewey was the colored man's name.
INTV: Any of your brothers involved in that?
AB: No, I don't think so.
INTV: Did they ever do anything about those people?
AB: No. No, they, no [inaudible]. .. trial.
INTV: You think they had records of that on file around here? [inaudible]
AB: [inaudible]
INTV: Well, I think we've done pretty well for tonight. If you think about some of these
other episodes, I'll let you get rested and wound up for [inaudible] (AB: Yeah) and we'll
continue this. If you would begin thinking of some things we can jot down, then I'll play
'em all back for you and see how they sound. How's that? (AB: All right) Okay.

BEGIN TAPE 6 - SIDE 2
INTV: ... [MUFFLED] ... this interview we have as our special guest, Norman Fagen,
Director of the [inaudible]... Humanities Council. He'll [inaudible] ... new position of the _
_ _ _ _ Center in Washington, D.C.
[piano being played)

[applause]

INTV: Bravo! Okay, Bart, one for you, then we'll wind it up. [inaudible] once every fifteen
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years.
[more piano playing] [various people talking in background]
[inaudible-new voice]

END OF INTERVIEWS
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